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Lynne Doughtie named
new CEO of KPMG (p. 7)
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BARUCH COLLEGE’S INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER

Baruch VITA set to return in the fall

KPMG recently
announced
Lynne Doughtie as the accounting firm’s
new CEO.
Doughtie has
an extensive career at KPMG,
holding positions in the audit
department, advisory segment,
and in the global advisory team.

BY NICOLE CLEMONS
EDITORINCHIEF

covered. Students had received
answers to the first test in the certification process, forcing Baruch
VITA to void the exam. The program was suspended following
rumors that students were receiving offers to buy answers for the
second test.

Xiu Fen Liu, the mother of
Chun Hsien “Michael” Deng, will
sue Baruch College over the hazing death of her son in late 2013.
Deng, 19, was killed during an
unsanctioned pledging trip held
by the Pi Delta Psi fraternity.
After Liu’s original claim was
“not verified” on Oct. 6 for incomplete paperwork, Judge Alan
C. Marin of the New York State
Court of Claims ruled over Liu v.
Baruch College M-85753. Court
documents released on April 20
state that Liu was seeking an order “granting leave to file a late
Notice of Intention to file claim.”
According
to
document
M-85753, a late claim is governed
by six factors considered by the
court including “whether the defendant was substantially prejudiced by the passage of time, had
notice of the claim’s essential
facts and the opportunity to investigate the matter; whether the
claimant has an excuse for the
late filing and if there is another
remedy,” and whether the claim
has merit.
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FEATURES 10
Author Guangcheng discusses memoir (p. 11)
On April 28,
School of Public Affairs Dean
David Birdsell
and Chen
Guangcheng
discussed the
struggle for
human rights
in communist
China, as described in the latter’s
memoir, The Barefoot Lawyer.

ARTS & STYLE 17
King No Crown gives fans
alternate to rap (p. 18)
The boom bap
style of rap is
back. With his
album release,
Blueprint has
managed to
reintroduce the
demode to pop
culture. With
a twist of 19th
century classical music and sitarlike tunes, Blueprint released
King No Crown on April 28.

BARUCH.CUNY.EDU

Following a long suspension, Baruch College Oﬃce of Student Life is looking to reinstate the Baruch VITA program.
BY STEVIE BORRELLO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
After two years of suspension,
the Baruch College Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program is
expected to return to campus for
the Fall 2015 semester. While the
program has been inactive for
over two years, talks about bring-

ing back Baruch VITA have been
ongoing since it was suspended.
“It has always been a constant
conversation since it was pulled
from campus,” said Damali Smith,
associate director of the Office
of Student Life. VITA was suspended in February 2013, after a
breach in certification training of
the student volunteers was dis-

Men’s volleyball wins CUNYAC,
loses NCAA tournament
BY HAI YU
STAFF WRITER
Volleyball is a game of runs; teams trade in clusters, rarely in single
points. However, runs are started by only one point, which is why Baruch
College Bearcats have always preached focusing on the point at hand. At
any given moment, you can hear senior Captain Nick Smith in the team
huddle clamoring to just get the next point. Head coach Danial Levent,
who was named the CUNYAC Coach of the Year, instilled this ideology in
the Bearcats all season:“Every point is a mini match.”
It is this mentality that has led the No. 10-ranked men’s volleyball team
to battle through adversity to another great season after winning their
seventh straight CUNYAC championship before falling to the No. 1-seed
Stevens Institute of Technology in the Elite Eight of the NCAA Division III
Championships.
Baruch has dominated CUNY play this past decade winning eight titles
over that time, including the last six straight. After finishing first in the CUNYAC standings, Baruch was the clear favorite going into CUNYAC to take
home their seventh straight championship trophy.

SCIENCE & TECH 19
Acetaminophen decreases
pleasure (p.19)
Acetaminophen, found in
over 600 overthe-counter
medications,
has been found
to act as an
inhibitor to
pleasure and
pain. It can also affect judgment,
ability to make decisions and can
alleviate psychological pain.

SPORTS 24
Hawks upset Bearcats in
championship loss (p. 24)
After a dominating victory against
the Lehman
Lightning in the
quarterfinals
and a thrilling comeback
against the CSI
Dolphins in the semifinals, the
Bearcats faced the Hunter Hawks
for a rematch of last year’s CUNYAC championship match.
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Deng’s family
expected to sue
Baruch College

HAI YU | THE TICKER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

Lin changes face of
Knicks basketball
BY PAUL JOH
STAFF WRITER
It all started in Palo Alto, California, where a scrawny point
guard led his high school team to
win the 2006 California Division
II state championships. Jeremy
Lin played basketball for the Palo
Alto high school Vikings, and in
his four years on the team, he became a star in California.
Despite his success, Lin was
not offered any Division I scholarship offers. College coaches
were hesitant to recruit the
guard, who they believed was not
athletic and dynamic enough to
stand out amongst the other top
players in his class.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Baruch’s Taiwanese Student Association closed Paciﬁc American Heritage with “Night Market.” The Tuesday, April 28, event featured vendors, games and live entertainment emmulating a typical festivity-ﬁlled night at a Taiwanese market.
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UFT ad bashes Cuomo’s new state evaluation plan

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
EDWIN MOREL
Gov. Andrew Cuomo indicated that he would be running for
a third term in 2018 when he appeared at the Daily News/CUNY
‘Citizenship NOW!’ event hosted
at CUNY’s Stella and Charles
Guttman Community College.
“I think we are in the midst of a
phenomenal transformation in
the state of New York. We’re doing all sorts of exciting things. Big
things. Things that are going to
take time, but make a phenomenal difference. So we’re on the
right track finally,” announced
Cuomo at the event, responding
to news which claimed that the
Democrats have begun exploring alternatives because they
do not believe Cuomo will seek
a third term. If successful, he
would be the first governor since
Republican George Pataki, who
left office at the end of 2006, to
serve three terms.
_________________________
The Cell-ED pilot program
has been launched in parts of
New York state that will provide
free English-language training
through mobile phones for immigrants who may lack regular access to a classroom or the
Internet. New York City will be
one of the three initial areas,
along with Hudson Valley and
North County region, to help
immigrants who are troubled
by transportation challenges.
The training combines voice tutorials and messaging services
that allows for two-way interactivity and instant feedback.
The Cell-Ed program will add
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s efforts
to grow the State’s agricultural
industry in addition to his commitment to improving services
for immigrants. “By dramatically
increasing the chances for people to learn and practice English, we are making it easier for
them to improve their economic
livelihood and build a better
life” stated Cuomo at the Daily
News/CUNY ‘Citizenship NOW!’
phone bank event.
_________________________
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced a plan that will seek to
end the AIDS epidemic in New
York within five years. The goal of
the plan is to reduce HIV infections to 750 a year by 2020 from
the 3,000 infected now. The plan
contains 37 recommendations,
some already included in this
year’s final budget, for how the
state will proceed with the mandate of ending the AIDS epidemic. Cuomo’s aides said that many
of the recommendations could
be carried out through regulatory or administrative policy and
would not need legislation. The
blueprint includes measures
that have been pursued by advocates, such as expanding syringe
access and broadening sexual
education requirements.
_________________________
Two Baruch College students from the Zicklin School of
Business were named winners
in the IT/Software category of
the 6th Annual New York Business Plan Competition. Seniors
Chris Zumtobel, entrepreneurial storytelling major, and David
Kurfirst, entrepreneurship and
religious ethics major, presented
their business idea, Think Olio,
to a panel of investors and entrepreneurs. The winners will use
the $10,000 cash prize to develop their plan, which uses peerto-peer platforms to create communities that connect teachers,
hosts and stuents.
________________________

BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In the wake of Gov. Andrew
Cuomo’s newly proposed teacher evaluation system, numerous
teacher unions and concerned
parents have joined forces in protest. March 21 marked the start of
a new multimillion-dollar ad campaign, led by the United Federation
of Teachers, bashing Cuomo and
state legislatures.
The ad campaign, which airs
during popular television shows,
baseball games, and news broadcasts, discredits Cuomo for placing his political interests before
education, referring to millions of
dollars being diverted from public
school funding. The UFT points out
that these tax breaks are the direct
cause of an increase in teacher layoffs, larger classrooms and fewer
student support services.
Under Cuomo’s new evaluation
system, standardized test scores
will account for 50 percent of teacher evaluations. The second half of
the proposed teacher evaluation
system will rely on two mandatory
official observations: the first by an
administrator or principal and the
second by a third-party evaluator
independent of the school.
Advocates for Cuomo’s educational reform have surfaced, noting
“tests are necessary to hold educators accountable for what they
have or have not taught their students,” according to a report from
thinkprogress.com
Teachers, however, overwhelmingly discredit the proposal, claiming that it restricts the curriculum
by forcing “teaching to the test.”
Carol Burris, award-winning
principal of South Side High
School, ridiculed Cuomo’s plan in
a Washington Post article because
the “New York State Education Department must create the means

to generate a standardized ‘growth
score’ for that test.”
In other words, the proposal allows the NYSED to influence tests
in order to fabricate the desired
outcome instead of introducing actual means of improvement. When
Burris and others complained that
third-party evaluations are an unfunded requirement, Cuomo resolved to alternate administrators
among schools. This means for
schools with only one high school,
elementary level administrators
may be assigned to observe advanced-level classes.
Not only do outside evaluators
lack sufficient qualifications to
conduct a meaningful observation,
as Burris points out, but they also,
according to her, “have no vested
interest in helping the teacher improve, would see the observation
as a checklist and chore.”
A group of New York state
Teachers of the Year drafted an
open letter to Cuomo, highlighting the many flaws in his proposal.
The letter defends all fellow educators by contesting that “flawed
tests reinforced the narrative that
all public schools—and therefore
all teachers—are in drastic need
of reform.”
The teachers point out that existing standardized testing systems
have resulted in score-fixing scandals, gag-orders placed on teachers
who voiced their displeasure and
an even wider achievement gap
between rich and poor students,
which suggests unlawful activity
among administrators.
The teachers who penned the
letter insist that if this new proposal is implemented, students
with special educational needs and
college-level advanced placement
courses will be neglected, as teachers will shy away from teaching
these students and courses due to
the evaluations.

Baruch brings back long
awaited VITA program
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“There were a couple of
months in 2013 where we were allowed to continue our operations
but that was short-lived since the
IRS put us on suspension soon
after,” explained former Baruch
VITA volunteer Steven Teng. Teng
is currently helping Smith in reinstating the program at Baruch.
For the past two years, the college has been waiting on the IRS
to confirm that VITA can return
to campus.
Smith first thought the program would return in fall 2013,
but plans fell through when they
did not receive approval from the
IRS. This time around, she appears to be more hopeful about
the situation.
“Hopefully by the fall we’ll
have our volunteers and our executive board so that they can be
trained by the IRS over late-fall,
winter break,” she said.
Teng was optimistic and believes the IRS will allow Baruch
VITA to return in the fall. “Things
will be taken in steps as we try
to rebuild the program to what it
once was,” such as “having multiple locations outside of Baruch.”
Baruch VITA was not only
present on campus, but also had
seven sites in the city. “Only one
[site] was at Baruch, everything
else was in a community center
somewhere,” explained Smith.
The VITA program through Baruch was one of the largest in the
nation, surpassing the national
average of seven volunteers per
site at least 20 times. Even other
CUNY schools do not have the
same presence in VITA as Baruch
once had. Hunter College’s VITA
program only operates one site,
which is located on their campus.

“Other VITA locations (such
as Pace University) were initially
swamped by our clients when
they found out that we were suspended,” said Teng.
The suspension not only was
a great loss to the community using the services, but also to the
student body at Baruch, “since
VITA was a way to get your feet
wet in the tax field without having
an internship or taking the class,”
Teng explained.
Students have not forgotten
about the program either.
“There have been several incidences where I was stopped in
the hallway by interested students
regarding the program,” said Teng.
But now students might finally
have the chance to be part of Baruch VITA again. On Tuesday,
March 31, Student Life hosted
an interest meeting for students,
letting them know the program
would be returning in the fall.
Teng gave a small speech during
the meeting and will help with developing and advising the leadership for Baruch VITA.
Training the students will be
imperative to ensure that a breach
does not occur again.
The IRS is taking away the Baruch training component, which
consisted of a more “hands on”
approach with real life scenarios, according to Smith. Baruch
VITA will now only be using the
IRS training and testing for the
certification process of student
volunteers.
Student Life also plans on
keeping a closer eye on the program. “We happen to be the gobetween between the IRS and the
students anyway, so we’ll just be
a little more involved. They have
a faculty advisor who will also be
more involved,” said Smith.
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Teachers and parents gather to protest the teacher evaluation system in New York.
The letter goes on to suggest a
different approach to improve the
school system.
Cuomo is invited to talk about
“addressing the concentration
of poverty in our cities,” “creating a culture of family so that our
weakest students feel emotionally
connected to their schools” and
“fostering collaboration between
teachers,
administrators
and
elected officials.”
Until Cuomo responds to the
demands of teachers unions, teachers have shifted their attention to
parents for added support. Members of the New York State United
Teachers union advised parents to
opt their children out of upcom-

ing standardized tests thereby
launching what is now called the
“opt-out movement.”
The effort came with consequences, as state education department officials continue to question
principals for names of supporting
teachers. Nearly 150,000 parents
have opted their children out, as
the movement gains national attention in cities with similar educational issues including New Jersey,
Wisconsin and Oregon.
In fact, disagreements over educational reform are widespread, as
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s
stalemate with the Chicago Teachers Union has resulted in teacher
strikes and school closures.

Deng’s family will pursue
action against Baruch
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The court also takes into consideration whether the “defendant focuses on the appearance
of merit, which it characterizes
as, in general, the most statutory
factor,” and if the “defendant argues that colleges do not have a
duty to protect its students from
dangerous activities.”
The claim cites similar fraternity hazing cases such as Pasquaretto v. Long Island University where
a student sued the university for
personal injuries they sustained
while pledging for a fraternity.
“The appellate court affirmed dismissal of the action, ruling that Mr.
Pasquaretto failed to sufficiently
allege that the involvement of the
university in the fraternity’s initiation process was of a degree that
created a duty.”
Marin stated that “while the
determination of the duty owed
to Michael in view of Baruch
College’s involvement and level
of information (much of which
claimant has so far been unable to
obtain) is not at this point discernable,” meaning that the claimant
shows merit.
The document also states that
“the college has, as noted, more
facts about this matter than does
the claimant, and information
held by the police or shielded
by the federal privacy law will
ultimately, for the most part,
become available.”
Marin ultimately granted Liu
permission to submit a late claim
against Baruch on March 11 of
this year.
DNAinfo.com reported on
Tuesday, April 28, that Liu plans to
sue Baruch for $25 million.
Document M-85753 states that
“if a notice of intention to file a

claim is served, then a claim must
be filed and served within two
years of the death of the decedent.”
Marin’s decision was filed with
the New York State Court of Claims
on April 8, and Liu has 45 days
from April 8 to file a claim.
The Pi Delta Psi fraternity, now
suspended indefinitely at Baruch,
took about 30 brothers and four
pledges on a weekend trip to the
Poconos area of Pennsylvania
in 2013.
According to the Monroe
County police, the pledges were
forced to play “Glass Ceiling,” a
game played outside.
The four pledges, blindfolded and weighed down with
20-pound bags of sand, had to
navigate to someone who is calling to them while being tackled
by others.
Authorities reported that Deng
was tackled and hit his head,
rendering him unconscious. The
brothers brought Deng inside
the rented home, and researched
his symptoms online instead of
alerting authorities.
After being unresponsive for
a few hours, three of the brothers
drove Deng to Geisinger Wyoming
Valley Medical Center where he
was placed on life support.
A police affidavit attained by
NBC News stated that while being questioned by police at the
medical center, one of the brothers made a failed attempt to reach
other members at the residence
to dispose of all fraternity memorabilia. Deng’s family was notified
on Sunday, Dec. 8, and Deng was
pronounced brain-dead and taken off of life support on Monday,
Dec. 9.
As of Friday, May 1, no charges
have been filed relating to Deng’s
death almost two years later.
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Regulation of exam schedule
would better prepare students
Baruch College students are regimented, and frankly, we need to
be. From planning just enough time to grab a cup of coffee before a
9:30 a.m. class to running to an interview during club hours, every second matters and consistency reigns supreme. But no matter how meticulously a student plans, Baruch—without fail—dictates pre-planned
months and ruins idealized semesters.
This all starts with midterms. At Baruch, midterms do not simply
last a week or even a few weeks. Midterm season lasts, as students have
come to understand, for at least a month. Without a designated block
of time for testing and papers due, professors plan their assessments
according to their own course schedules, not in line with the college’s
schedule. Sure, this gives professors the flexibility they need to facilitate
more interesting courses, but the unpredictability of midterm season
makes it so that students walk into a semester without a realistic idea of
what they are getting themselves into.
And the situation only gets more perplexing. As the semester comes
to its end, students again realize the idiosyncrasies of finals.
Baruch decrees that all final exams must be administered during the
final exam period. If a student is scheduled to take three exams in one
day, he or she can opt to take one on another day, hopefully minimizing
stress and boosting grades.
For finals though, professors find various loopholes to sidestep Baruch’s policies, making finals seem like midterms all over again. “Quizzes” or “non-final exams” are administered during the last week of class
despite chain emails from administrators warning that exams should
not be given during the last week of classes. After all, students pay for a
certain number of instruction hours.
Such decisions—giving exams during the last week of classes—are
billed as favors to students, who will not have to come to class during
finals week. In the larger scope of things, this just makes students’ lives
more difficult. Some exams will be during the last week of classes while
some will be during the final exam period and papers will be sprinkled
in among the semester’s closing days.
Bearing in mind a month of midterms where students take three
exams in one day are just out of luck, weeks of finals and inconsistent
rules and non-rules, it is time to respect the schedules of Baruch’s very
busy and very ambitious student population.
Anything considered “final” for a course—exams, quizzes, assignments—should be administered or made due during the final exam period. Likewise, midterms, which often count as much as finals toward a
course grade, should be regulated the same way.

Effect of phony journalism is lasting
Fewer injustices demand more serious attention than rape. It is a
charge that must be taken with the utmost concern for detail and is a
situation that requires clarity. So what are the consequences when national media outlets begin to distort an all-too-real issue in order to fit
their own agenda? In this case, in an attempt to push the narrative of
sexual assault on college campuses, Rolling Stone published a libelous
article, eloquently titled, “A Rape on Campus.”
The consequences of such a lack of editorial integrity and fact checking go far beyond the obvious damages to journalism. Rolling Stone
only added to the trauma and fear many victims of rape already feel
about coming forward with their stories.
Rolling Stone has managed to not only breach the trust of its readers
but also promote a cancerous form of pseudo-journalism, which manages to damage everything that it encounters.
When a powerful publication commits an offense against society on
this level, damages are not fixed with a simple, apologetic tweet. A halfhearted apology does nothing to change the fact that several innocent
students were defamed. It does even less for victims of sexual abuse
who do not always feel their claims are taken seriously.

JERMY FRANCISCO I THE TICKER

Baruch club life is vibrant and willing
Stepping out of one’s own comfort zone is a crucial step to enjoying student life at Baruch College

B

aruch College is a difficult
school to attend. The classes are hard, the elevators
are crowded and the culture can
be competitive and sometimes
even cutthroat.
Baruch was far from my dream
school, and when I arrived on campus the first day of my freshman
year, I knew I was not about to have
the ideal college experience. But, if
I could go back in time, I would not
change my decision about coming
to Baruch. My time here has been
one of the greatest of my life and
has played a huge role in shaping
who I am.
As I prepare to graduate from
Baruch and walk out the doors of
the Vertical Campus for the last
time, I remember a few lessons I
have learned here that I will never
forget: to go beyond my comfort
zone and embrace failure.
The intense, up-tight nature of a
college heavily dominated by business students hell-bent on future
employment is clearly visible to insiders and outsiders alike.
It is not hard to see that life
at Baruch is not for everyone.
Many students recognize this and
make no effort to be involved at
school any more than is absolutely
necessary.
But, hidden beyond the stressed
Zicklin students and the mean security guards, nestled deep in the
west wing of the third floor, is a vibrant student life. Baruch’s identity

as a commuter school works in a
funny way.
Many students choose not to get
involved in club life, but those who
do are committed to the causes of
their clubs and their respective
communities in a way rarely seen
at campus schools.
In every clubroom, media
suite and USG office, you will find
people willing to make a tremendous sacrifice for the sake of the
organization and the community
it represents.
For students willing to venture
into the club suites and those brave
enough to ask how they can get seriously involved in a club, there lies
a wealth of opportunity.
Reaching this opportunity is
seldom easy as it involves stepping
into unknown territory and talking to complete strangers. It means
taking a later train home, leaving
less time for schoolwork and potentially wasting time.
But if you ask any student who
did that, who ventured beyond
their routine and ended up heavily
involved in some club, they will tell
you how glad they are they did so.
If you can find the place where you
fit in, a place you belong, it is well
worth that challenge.
The same goes for classes and
even careers: the more we push
ourselves beyond our comfort
zone, the more fulfilling our experiences will be.
The flip side of the whole “push

yourself” spiel is the inevitable
question, “What happens when
I fail?”
This is a good question to ask,
because you will definitely fail at
some point, perhaps several times.
The answer is simple: embrace
failure.
Failure is one of the best experiences you can endure, and college is the best time to experience
it. Failure is nothing more than
being forced to step back and reevaluate a situation, something
busy New Yorkers forget to do far
too often.
Failure is an opportunity to rebuild and reinvent.
Failure may point out a flaw in
your efforts to reach your goals or it
may be showing you that your goals
are all wrong.
Failures are lessons, so whenever you fail at something, whether
it is swiping your ID card or a final
exam, embrace the experience, because there is a whole lot to learn
from it.
Baruch is a difficult school to
attend, but this place is infinitely
far from the barren wasteland that
many describe it as. Here, is a rich
culture, tremendous opportunity
and true community. If you are
willing to step outside your comfort
zone and accept a few missteps and
failures, you will surely find it.
-Anthony Esposito
Accounting ’15

Dependence on Airbnb service is absurd
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f you are looking for some cheap
alternatives to New York’s exorbitant hotel costs, Airbnb might
be just the service you are looking
for. Airbnb is an online marketplace that allows users to rent out
cheap lodging alternatives with
hosts in their city.
While you may have to put up
with a few minor inconveniences
such as dog attacks, surprise orgies
and meth addicts, the low price really does make up for all of that.
For customers like Mike Silverman, though, perhaps springing
the extra cash for a room in the
Sheraton might be a better alternative. Silverman, a frequent traveler
who had used Airbnb’s services
regularly in the past, recently had a
stay with a host and his dog in Salta,
Argentina.
Unfortunately for Silverman,
the dog was not very keen on sharing its home, as it bit down on his
arm, inflicting a six-square-inch
wound. Silverman, who was later
admitted to the hospital, seemed to

be more than a little disappointed
that Airbnb would not cover his
medical costs.
In a response to Silverman’s
email to be reimbursed, Airbnb
replied, “Please understand our
refund was an attempt to soften the
impact of an unfortunate accident
and to provide our best possible
customer service to you.”
Shared economy services like
Airbnb and Uber have had a long
history of being blasted for their
lack of liability when it comes to
customer accidents. The companies have especially made plenty
of enemies here in New York, with
lawmakers trying to push the services out.
New York Sen. Liz Krueger is an
active opponent of Airbnb, stating,
“If you are renting out apartments
that are supposed to be available
for residents of the city of New York
as your business model, sorry, find
a legal business.
The adage “you get what you pay
for” could not apply any more per-

fectly than for shared economy services like Airbnb. If one truly cannot afford to find a cheap place to
stay, then these services are meant
to offer consumers an alternative.
However, it is important to remember that they are cheap for a
reason.
No one complains to their cashier at McDonalds that their burger is not made from the finest slice
of beef. Likewise, one forgoes the
right to complain when their low
cost lodging located in the Lower
East Side turns out to be a front for
an illegal drug smuggling operation. These services are obviously
not going to offer the same level of
quality as their more established
competitors.
Rather, they should always
be used while airing on the side
of caution. Chances are if something is too good to be true, it
probably is.
-Gabriel Marrero
Corporate Communications ’15
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Future of Greek life at
Baruch is uncertain
FRONT&CENTER

CONNOR LEVENS

S

ocial Greek organizations
and their fate at Baruch College have been mentioned in
this column four times. Over the
past week and a half, I have received several emails from members of the social Greek community, club leaders and concerned
students asking what status social
Greek organizations might see
when the current moratorium on
recruitment expires at the end of
this semester.
My responses to many of these
emails have been: “I am pessimistic about what the future of social
Greeks looks like at Baruch.”
Prior to spring break, Assistant Vice President for Student
Affairs and Dean of Students Art
King presented ideas on how to
maintain the well-being of these
organizations on campus and
Provost David Christy will reveal
his thoughts on May 5. While the
Provost’s thoughts have yet to be
disclosed to the student body,
there are some thoughts I have
about Greek organizations in general. We do not recognize them
truly as “Greek” organizations.
We ratify them as clubs, overseen by the Office of Student Life.
Nearly every other college in this
country classifies these organi-

zations separately from clubs for
fundamental reasons.
Greek organizations at Baruch
receive budgets via student activity fees. Most colleges do not fund
these organizations via student
fees. In many cases, they are required to be funded privately.
The argument of further categorizing Greeks into social, service,
professional and honor categories
complicates the process of treating
Greeks as organizations with their
own, individual missions. Behind
each Greek organization is a message that every member knows by
heart. Across CUNY and the rest
of this country, there is an identity
crisis that Greeks suffer from. We
need to make the push together, as
students, to allow these organizations to prosper on campus.
In the coming week, I look
forward to hearing the provost’s
remarks and seeing Greek life continue to grow at the college.
I had hoped that this column
would help to offer some knowledge about what the USG did every week. While there were and
are a wide array of issues that the
USG is required to respond to every day, I owe much of what this
column has become to Matthew
Cohen, Thomas Seubert and everyone who contributed ideas for
the past two semesters.
Thank you all.
For those who haven’t attended
a USG meeting before, this Tuesday is going to mark our 30th this
year. We meet at 5:30 p.m. every
Tuesday in VC 3-270 and hope to
see you there. Refreshments will
be served.
Connor Levens is the president of
Baruch USG. He may be reached at
connor.levens@usgbaruch.com.

Baltimore riots demand for justice
THE POLITICKER

STEPHEN ELLIOTT

L

ong before the rocks were
thrown and the fires were
set, demonstrators marched
from Baltimore City Hall to Baltimore’s inner harbor protesting
the death of Freddie Gray. His
death occurred in police custody
and in brutal fashion. Citizens of
Baltimore wailed in the streets
reeling in their loss. The message of these protests, however, is
muddled and lost in the clamor of
scuffed sneakers, riot shields and
muffled screams.
To many of the protestors, it
matters not why Gray was in custody. What matters is that, without
trial and ostensibly without need,
unarmed black men like Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, Michael
Brown and Freddie Gray were
killed, and police policy supports
and endorses the actions of the officers. Often without consequence,
the officers return to work the
next day. To these predominantly
black communities, the thought is
gut -wrenching.
These protests—and by proxy
the riots—are hardly the first of
their kind. They are but the latest
in a string of demonstrations demanding justice be served.
Yet, the protests took that forceful step forward into full on riots.
A CVS was set ablaze and roving
gangs pelted cops with rocks and
bottles. Over 20 officers were treated for injuries, and the riot shields

and pepper spray bullets were
deployed. According to police
philosophy, the department—outnumbered in many ways—strives
for escalation dominance. So long
as they can dominate the struggle
at each level of violence, the idea
is that the crowd will not escalate
further. Cutting losses and containing anger are the only goal, but
their mere presence incites more
rage and opens up the possibility
for more brutality. While the situation may be contained, the problem is only exacerbated.
For as long as organized police
forces have existed, so too has police brutality. A few bad cops here,
a few power trips there, paired
with a system that defends its right
to enforce laws, and it appears that
it is but a tradeoff for safety. Many
call for accountability, but the
complications that arise conflict
with prevailing policing strategies.
Accordingly, due to America’s
peculiar race relations, dialogue
about police brutality is relegated
to the bowels of the hood. Yet, the
practice is closely linked to racism
in America. It is no coincidence
that minorities file the bulk of
complaints about police brutality. It is even less surprising that
minorities constitute the largest
percentage of America’s immense
prison population.
Structural racism, as academics
call it, is a concept that describes
how social and legal institutions
alike systematically contribute to
the oppression of minorities—a
result of history, precedent and social values. For example, the predominance of white male representatives on all forms of the government contributes to black voter
disenfranchisement. The deeper
one plunges into this rabbit hole,
the less it seems like wonderland.
The protestors’ struggle is truly
against structural racism and the

institutions that enable police brutality. But the average citizen who
suffers from these institutionalized
deficits has neither the agency to
frame the dialogue nor the tools
to evaluate society based on structures of power
The moment the riots broke out
in Baltimore, media outlets and
activists alike picked up the protestors’ struggle for themselves to
match their own agenda. When
activists try to argue that riots are
justified and revolution is coming
only to be countered by news anchors saying the entire movement
is discredited because a rock was
thrown, the protestors lose their
voice. Solidarity is key to maintaining momentum, and counterarguments are inevitable.
When Marxism is the only
school of thought with the tools
available to analyze issues of race
and power, and the ideas remain
trapped behind the iron bars of
the red scare, the protestors lose.
When America’s brilliant minds in
economics, politics or policy can
find no intellectual means with
which to evaluate these issues, the
protestors lose.
And when the protestors represent such an incredible portion
of the population, only to have
their message perverted, the people lose because progress is not
made through dueling headlines
and trending hashtags. Rather, it
is made when voices are earnestly
heard and considered—not discarded in police custody.
America is at a crucial moment
in its history in that it must decide
what it wants its police force to be.
Harsh truths must be faced: that
police exists to protect the state,
that the state exists to protect
property and that reform of any
kind must be done in this framework, unless full-scale revolution
is the plan (read: it isn’t).

Method of teacher evaulations is flawed Mediocre start for GOP

V

alue-added modeling has
become increasingly promoted in our education system. On the surface, VAM seems
like an excellent tool for motivating
teachers and identifying and then
getting rid of those who are not effective. It is a way of assessing how
effective a teacher has been in any
given year and even over a number
of years. By using past data, such
as previous test scores and attendance, VAM comes up with a predicted test score for every student.
It is the teacher’s responsibility to
then meet and exceed those test
scores. When teachers do so, their
VAM scores go up, and rewards are
on the horizon. When they do not,
and if they do not for long enough,
their scores go down, and there
can be repercussions.
Unfortunately, digging below
the surface shows that VAM scores
are not accurate assessments.
Studies have shown that the degree error on VAM assessments
can be as high as 30 points. That
means that a teacher rated in the
50th percentile for a given year
can be as effective as a teacher in
the top quintile, or as ineffective as
a teacher in the bottom quintile.
Thus, we do not truly know where
teachers fall.
Additionally, many independent analyses of VAM scores have
shown that teachers ranked in the
top and bottom quintiles frequently rise and fall out of those respective quintiles. VAM models also
rarely acknowledge that those who
teach in higher income schools are
more likely to teach high-achieving
students, which helps them secure
their “good” ratings, even though
they might not actually be “good”
teachers. The same standard applies to those who teach in lowincome schools, where students
are more likely to do poorly, which
results in “bad” ratings for teachers

who might actually be “good.”
Multiple studies have also
found that even on the edges of
teacher evaluation, VAM scores
can wildly fluctuate. Statistically
compensatory models, which take
into account factors of students
such as income, gender and race,
indicate that roughly 50 percent
of teachers move in and out from
the bad to good (and vice-versa)
categories.
In April 2014, the American
Statistical Association issued a
seven-page report on VAM. Their
report said that most VAM studies
found that teachers accounted for
only one to 14 percent of the variability seen in test scores, that VAM
scores did not directly measure
potential teacher contributions
toward student outcomes and that
effects on student’s test scores—
both positive and negative—could
be caused by other factors. They
cautioned that VAM scores should
not be used for high-stake decisions such as “determining compensation, evaluating and ranking teachers, hiring or dismissing
teachers, awarding tenure, and
closing schools.” Unfortunately,
governments have not taken heed.
Though not many teachers have
lost their jobs due to poor VAM
scores, it does not mean that they
are not wary of them.
This fear of VAM means that
teachers will teach to the test more
than ever. This has two negative
side effects. The first is that the curriculum is narrowed. The second is
that standardized testing becomes
ever more important.
This leads to scandals such as
the one in Atlanta, where teachers
and administrators were under so
much pressure to increase their
test scores, they went into their
student’s booklets and changed
the answers.
Yet, there is another problem

with VAM. Since VAM scores work
by assessing previous standardized testing data, they could only
truly be used for subjects that
are tested routinely. What about
those teachers who do not teach
the tests routinely? Would it not
it make sense to evaluate them in
some other way? While common
sense dictates that it should, some
school districts have decided that
all teachers should be assigned
VAM scores.
How do these teachers get assigned VAM scores? By taking the
average scores of teachers who
receive more-or-less legitimate
ones are these teachers assigned
scores. Thus we get art, science,
history, music and foreign language teachers being evaluated
and given a score based on other
teachers’ scores, which are not
even indicative of their ability to
effectively teach.
All told, roughly 60 percent of
teachers are assigned a VAM score
that they had no part in earning.
In one extreme case, Michelle
Rhee, former chancellor of D.C.
public schools, loved the ideas of
VAM so much that every single
adult in a school building was assigned a VAM score, including
the custodians.
Why then, should we care
about VAM?
Because, ultimately, VAM
scores affect each and every student. Teachers who are evaluated
under VAM ultimately bend the
curriculum to the test, and instead
of teaching students how to cultivate qualities that we revere—
curiosity, passion and critical
thinking—teach them to answer
questions that nobody cares about
while stripping the enjoyment of
learning from school.
-Bernard Agrest
Pol. Sci. ’15

T

here is little joy for the Republican-controlled 144th
Congress after the GOP’s
first 100 days in its function. With
54 seats in the Senate and 244 in
the House, it looks as though the
Republican party, thus far, has
not put its stamp on major legislation. Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell and House Speaker
John Boehner have pursued a
single-minded tack since the election of President Barack Obama
in 2008.
McConnell famously and officially declared that his top goal
was “making sure president
Obama’s a one-term president,” as
he and Boehner pursued a conservative-priority agenda that would
tack the United States to socially
regressive winds.
They failed to defeat Obama,
now in his final 18 months of office. They proved unsuccessful to
quash the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. They shot
themselves in the foot by “closing
the government down.” Boehner
has dragged his tail to pass a budget. McConnell has refined the use
of the filibuster to defeat any measure that would burnish Obama’s
halo. Now with the reins of power
in Republican hands, the party is
at war with itself. On one hand,
old-line Republicans disagree with
Tea Party stalwarts. On the other,
although in the minority, the Senate Democrats can and have used
McConnell’s tactics to frustrate his
plans and leadership.
Still, McConnell has lifted the
ceiling on the number of Senate
amendments allowed to pass a
bill. As a result, this gymnastic maneuver has drawn out debate, and
quite frankly, has wasted time in
doing the people’s business: what
these Solons are elected to do.
The long delay in confirming
Loretta Lynch as attorney general

is a glaring example. One-party
control of Congress is fuelled by
partisanship resulting in stalemate
and low rating, which USA Today/
Suffolk University Poll “gave the
body an 11 percent approval.”
Nonetheless, the party of reaction has learned something: it
decided not to shutdown the government. It came to agreement to
fund the budget until the new fiscal
year, beginning in October 2015. It
agrees with Obama on funding the
military, on trade agreements but
draws the line on Iran. In spite of
low ratings and cynical public disfavor, the Republican party is in
control of Congress.
The GOP is the party of big
money, receiving big bucks from
Wall Street. It is also the party of
socially regressive policies supported by right-wing billionaires,
favoring the free markets, limited
government and muzzling labor
unions. Although split on immigration, they are united in limiting voter franchise and pursuing a
state-rights agenda when it comes
to voting, privacy, abortion, religion and same-sex marriage.
Furthermore, despite the delusionary self-image of the rulers of
the legislature, they have profited
by the decline of countervailing
forces, like the media, to capture a
demoralized America, wrecked by
the vestiges of 2008.
And yet, the 2016 run for the
White House has rent the party
for the anointed son for president.
The Republican party at this point
looks like a gathering at the graveside of squabbling family members, affecting its ability to rule.
So far, its own internal weaknesses have restrained it from consistently self-consciously pursuing
a radical right agenda.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism
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Ticker EIC recalls two years of service

CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER

C

lub life at Baruch College is
an isolated universe. Sheltered away on the third floor
of the Vertical Campus, the club
suite is a hub for spirited students
fueled by pizza and bubble tea.
Students devoted to cultivating a stronger club life at Baruch
run the 160 or so clubs and organizations at the college. Leaders work tirelessly to plan events
and meetings for their respective
clubs and organizations, providing a haven for students with
similar interests.
The Ticker, Baruch’s weekly, independent, student-run newspaper, is more than just a haven for
me. It is a place of strenuous work
with a status of integrity, and it is a
symbol of continuing stability.
The editors devote well over
50 hours per week to write, edit
and design the top newspaper in
CUNY. They stay past 2 a.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays every week
to provide Baruch and CUNY
news to the Baruch community
in a tangible format, unlike any
other publication.
On top of The Ticker, the editors
hold jobs and internships while

taking several classes and participating in other clubs and organizations. I am indebted to the three
sets of staff I have worked with
since 2012.
As the editor-in-chief for the
past two years and a staff member
for three, I have seen, firsthand,
the many achievements of The
Ticker by way of its staff.
The editorial board, as a collective, is what produces the paper
every week. Staff members make
sacrifices not many students are
willing to make, and they are dedicated beyond belief to the publication of the paper. I owe The Ticker’s
success to them.
I am most grateful for the two
managing editors I worked with
as editor-in-chief. Stevie Borrello,
managing editor of The Ticker from
2013-14, is a close friend, a coworker and a source of motivation
for me. A strong supporter of the
journalism industry, she encouraged me, and continues to encourage me, in my journalistic career. I
am appreciative of her support and
sturdy friendship.
This year’s managing editor,
Sumit Poudyal, has provided the

utmost wisdom, guidance and
support to not only me but also
the entire staff. Poudyal led the
reorganization of The Ticker this
year, providing an equal vessel for
our high-quality content. For all
his hard work, I owe him a debt of
gratitude.
I will continue to be part of staff
as I prepare for my senior year. I
have complete faith in the new editorial board under Damla Bek, the
editor-in-chief-elect and Thomas
Seubert, the managing editorelect. Their ideas for the future of
The Ticker are outstanding, and
they will continue the legacy of this
independent newspaper.
The position of editor-in-chief
at The Ticker is more than just a
title. It encompasses 83 years of
Baruch history in a way unlike any
other leadership position in club
life. It is difficult leaving something
that has had absolute control and
unconditional influence over your
life for three years.
Many people have asked if I am
excited and thankful to be leaving
The Ticker, solely because of the
workload and number of hours I
have given to the paper. I am not.
It was never about the workload or the terrible hours. It was,
and still is, about meeting people,
learning things about the college
that other students do not know
and working together with friends
to create something substantial
each week. No other club does that
on a weekly basis. No other club is
like The Ticker.
My heart will always be in this
newspaper. I am honored to have
been able to help keep this institution alive, and I am thankful for the
opportunities I have been given to
serve the Baruch community.
Thank you.
-Nicole Clemons
Journalism ’16

Our educators need to realize the times
Students at Baruch have lost the thirst for knowledge in exchange for the pursuit of good grades
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

O

nce upon a time were the
days when I looked forward to going to college.
I was excited about the whole
experience because I knew once
I graduated I would put on a suit,
get a haircut and walk into a midtown firm to get a job. Realization
dawned on me once I got to college that it was actually more difficult than I thought.
Your freshman year is the only
time you have to solidify your
GPA, considering that fact that you
signed up to be in the Ivy League
of CUNY.
Once I got to my sophomore
year, classes only got tougher. The
Starr Career Development center
became a daily trip when I came to
school because by my senior year I
wanted to have a significant number of internships under my belt.
This was not the reality of college students 10 years ago; the job
market was much easier. In fact,
according to an article published
in The Huffington Post, jobs are
scarce for college graduates and
half of the nation’s graduates last
year ended up working at jobs that
did not require a college degree or
a high school diploma.
The reality is a college degree is
not the golden ticket to the middle
class like it once was.

Times have changed, and it
seems most faculty members are
failing to keep up with the times.
It is simply impossible to give the
same amount of work to a student
of five years ago to a student today.
Gone are the days when graduating college was a ticket to a whitecollar job.
Most Baruch students suffer
from the condition of pursuing
your undergraduate degree for
more than four years. I started
Spring break on April 3 and resumed on April 11.
I had a 12-page single spaced
research paper for my public affairs class, a field report for my
public communication class, an
Access assignment for my Computer Information Systems class,
which took about four hours to
complete, a five-page research
paper for my communication
class and a video project for my
film class.
I also had to study for an exam
during the break. Basically, there
was an assignment due for every
class I was enrolled in. Then, I
asked myself what the purpose of
the break was.
Was it an illusion to keep me
working, or was it a break for me
to relax in preparation for the next
half of the semester? There is nothing wrong with keeping busy during break, but a break should be a

Once I got to my sophomore year, classes only got tougher.
The Starr Career Development center became a daily trip
when I came to school because by my senior year I wanted to
have a signiﬁcant amount of internships under my belt.

break, especially when it falls during the holiday season.
In a study conducted by CBS
News, “71 percent of the nation’s
19.7 million college undergraduates had jobs were working ... Of
that number, one in five undergrads were working at least 35
hours a week year-round.”
There are students, like me, who
simply cannot work for free at an
internship, irrespective of the level
of prestige of the employer, simply
because we have bills to pay.
Like most students in my night
classes, I wake up by 6 a.m., perform my morning rituals, leave
for work and then head to school
by 5:50 p.m. for my first class.
Because I can only take night
classes, my last class ends at
10:15 p.m.
The problem is once you get
home, you have a ton of studies
and assignments to do and you
end up going to bed after 2 a.m.
The cycle repeats until the
end of the semester. At least for
me, part-time study is not an option. I just cannot be in school for
that long.
Maybe faculty members should
consider reducing the workload
they give to students because it
is not even about acquiring the
knowledge anymore.
Every student just wants to get
the work done for a decent grade.
We cannot focus on the knowledge
anymore because we are extremely
overwhelmed by the heavy workload.
Maybe we can help create a
Baruch atmosphere where striving for success is the acquisition of knowledge not focus
on grades.
-Nana Blankson
Communication Studies ’15
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Business
KPMG becomes second Big Four firm to name a female CEO
BY AMANDA ELSAYED
STAFF WRITER

April is already proving to be a
year of major changes. In February, Deloitte announced the appointment of its first female CEO,
Cathy Engelbert. KPMG recently
followed suit announcing on April
21 that Lynne Doughtie will assume the role of U.S. chair and CEO
after working with the company for
30 years.
Doughtie’s term will begin on
July 1 and will last five years. With
this news, two of the Big Four accounting firms now have female
CEOs. This is groundbreaking
because relatively few women
hold executive positions in the
business world.
Doughtie has been a vital part of
the KPMG workforce and has held
many positions since she started
working for the company in 1985.
She began her work as an auditor
but eventually moved into the advisory segment of the company. She
became the leader of the consulting division in 2011.
She is also a key part of KPMG’s
international global advisory team,
which guarantees that international clients are receiving the quality
of work that the company intends
to provide.
It has been reported that KPMG’s consulting and advisory division is the highest revenue producer for the company to date.
Last year, it earned $2.45 billion.
Since Doughtie assumed her position as head of this department, it
has grown at a rate of 17 percent
per year.

WWW.KPMG.COM

Doughtie began her career at KPMG in the audit department but has held various positions in multiple departments.
KPMG is not the only company,
however, that has recognized the
substantial work that Doughtie has
delivered over the course of her career. She has been featured on Consulting magazine’s “Top 25 Consultants” and “Top Women Leaders in
Consulting.” She has also appeared
in Diversity Journal’s “Women
Worth Watching” and Accounting
Today’s “Women in Accounting.”
Although statistics show that
women make up a rather large
portion of CPA population, totaling about 40 percent, that number
drops significantly once it reaches
upper level management. Accord-

ing to a study by the American Institute of CPAs, only 19 percent of
partners at CPA firms are women.
Presently, about 44.5 percent of
KPMG’s U.S. workforce, amounting
to about 27,000, is female. Women
currently constitute about 19 percent of the partners at KPMG. This
is an increase from 13 percent in
2003. Although a 6 percent increase
over a 12-year period is not an awfully large number, progress is still
being made.
Despite some accounting firms
becoming more comfortable with
the idea of female executives, it
seems that other business sectors

are still not as progressive with
regard to gender. The Wall Street
Journal reported that out of the 30
largest federally regulated lenders
in the United States, none of the
CEOs are women. This fact was retrieved from Federal Reserve data.
It was also found that women only
make up for “1.4 percent of CEOs in
finance and insurance companies
in the S&P 500 in 2014,” according
to data from Catalyst, whose focus
is to better employment opportunities for women.
One of the main reasons behind
the lack of women in executive positions lies in the female anatomy.

There is an ongoing concern that a
woman has a larger chance at taking a significant amount of time off
to care for a child rather than a man
taking a paternity leave. Employees
worry that they will lose their sense
of direction, namely a female CEO,
for lengthy periods of time, which
in turn could be detrimental to the
company as a whole. Perhaps the
fact that these two large accounting firms have appointed female
CEOs will help alter the stigma
that exists around female presence
in higher-level positions. It is possible that if these two women excel
in their jobs, the business world
may see more female executives in
the future.
It is apparent that Doughtie has
immense support and confidence
that she will advance the company, which is how she was able to
receive this opportunity. Doughtie’s predecessor John Veihmeyer,
who held the executive position
since 2010, was quoted saying,
“Lynne will be an extraordinary
and inspiring leader for KPMG
and our people.” Veihmeyer will
remain at KPMG as the company’s
global chairman.
Doughtie has already made
strides for KPMG, and now with her
new appointment, she has much
more power that she can use to
benefit the company and advance
it even further.
On her appointment as CEO,
she said, “It is an honor to have
the chance to lead KPMG at such
a pivotal moment, when ensuring quality and confidence in the
work we do have never been more
important.”

Chipotle slows on growth Yahoo falters in disappointing quarter
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER

Chipotle recently released its
2015 First Quarter Earnings Report for the period ending March
31. The report included some
promising numbers but also presented signs of potential slowed
growth of the popular fast-food
Mexican restaurant.
Founder Steven Ells commented, “We are very proud of our start
to 2015, as our average sales volumes reached a record $2.5 million per restaurant.”
According to the first-quarter
report, comparable restaurant
sales increased by 10.4 percent.
This was less than analysts’ expectations of an increase of approximately 11.8 percent. Earnings per
share for the first quarter were
$3.88 on revenue of $1.09 billion,
as opposed to the predicted $3.65
estimate on revenue of $1.1 billion
of investors.
Chipotle’s production costs
have also been on the rise recently
due to an issue with a main supplier of pork that did not meet
company standards and employee
expectations of better benefits. In
January, Chipotle stopped selling
carnitas, a pork-based ingredient,
at hundreds of restaurants nationwide due to the supply shortage
and has yet to solve the problem.
In the first quarter alone,
Chipotle opened 49 additional
restaurants and plans to open between 190 and 205 more by the
end of the fourth quarter. Opening new locations comes at a time
when Chipotle is further refining
the food it serves.
Chipotle was the first restaurant to indicate which items on
its menu contained genetically
modified organisms; on April 27,
the chain entirely stopped serv-

ing food that contained GMOs.
Providing healthier options for
fast-food consumers has been
Chipotle’s main mission since the
beginning. The quality of the food
Chipotle serves, compared to its
competitors, keeps customers returning and has created a certain
identity for the company. Even if
Chipotle builds lasting business
relations with suppliers that produce large amounts of non-GMO
ingredients, the modification will
further increase costs for the restaurant. The success of Chipotle’s
expanded efforts to serve nonGMO items will depend on whether customers will remain loyal
even if the prices continue to rise.
Despite the challenges the
company will face while increasing the number of its locations and
altering its menu simultaneously,
overall sales might show a promising future. Same-store sales increased by 16.1 percent and, in
the same quarter last year, rose by
13.4 percent.
Although the stock market
reacted negatively to Chipotle’s
first-quarter report, the decrease
in share value might signal an opportunistic response for investors
who believe the company can
keep up with its growth.
If Chipotle can keep costs
low enough in order to maintain adequate earnings per
share, investing in the company at a time when stock values are on the decline would
be advantageous.
The question is whether the
stock price portrayed the growth
of the restaurant accurately before and if it will demonstrate it
accurately in the future. How the
company performs in its second
quarter will be a main determinant of its market performance in
the months to come.

The company’s first quarter fell short of Wall Street expectations, despite attempts to boost its value
BY JAMILA WRIGHT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Yahoo Inc. recently released its
earnings for the first quarter ending March 31. The company posted
a revenue of $1.04 billion, below
Wall Street analysts’ expectations of
$1.06 billion in quarterly revenue.
The California-based company
reported adjusted earnings of 15
cents a share, down 61 percent
from the first quarter of 2014. That
missed the forecast for a profit of
18 cents a share. Adjusted revenue
also fell 4 percent to $1.04 billion,
short of forecasts calling for revenue of $1.06 billion. Adjusted revenue excludes traffic acquisition
costs or payments made to other
firms to direct customers to them.
In the first quarter, Yahoo cut
net employment by 1,100 jobs.
Since CEO Marissa Mayer arrived,
she has reduced the number of
full-time employees by 2,800. That
is an approximate 20 percent drop
in employment.
Even with these cuts, the
amount of money Yahoo paid partners to acquire ad traffic increased
exponentially in the first quarter,
minimizing profits.
After the report was released,
Yahoo shares initially fell in afterhours trading although the stock
price turned higher after Mayer explained that the company is looking for ways to unlock value from
its stake in Yahoo Japan: a means
of improving the company’s value
in the eyes of investors.
Since Mayer joined the company in 2012, Yahoo’s stock has
traded more based on the value of
its investments in Yahoo Japan and
Alibaba than on its core business.
In January, she announced plans

to spin off Yahoo’s 15.4 percent
stake in Alibaba.
“It’s a troubled business. This
company is not growing revenue.
In fact, it continues to shrink,”
said analyst Colin Gillis of BGC
Partners in New York in an interview about Yahoo, according to
Bloomberg Business.
The first-quarter results are a
setback to already low expectations. 2015 is expected to be another year of rebuilding at the Internet
media company as it struggles to
become more relevant in a world
where more people access the Internet on mobile devices.
For the full year, analysts want
to see Yahoo report a profit of an
adjusted 91 cents a share.
“Yahoo is amidst a multi-year
transformation to return an iconic company to greatness,” Mayer
said in a press release. “For the
next phase of the transformation,
we will focus on accelerating our
GAAP revenue growth while managing our margins and costs.”
GAAP stands for generally accepted accounting principles. It
is the common set of accounting
principles that companies use to
compile their financial statements.
“This quarter we saw encouraging revenue growth of 8 percent
with display revenue growing
a modest 2 percent and search
growing 20 percent on a GAAP basis,” Mayer explained. “Our mobile
GAAP revenue reached $234 million in Q1, growing 61 percent year
over year.”
This is the first time the company has seen first-quarter growth
since 2011. The increased search
volume in the first quarter sustained searches at a five-year high.
Mayer has been making strides

to bring about a turnaround although the company has not prevented the disappointing revenue
of the first quarter.
“We’re deep in the turnaround
and there’s no turn,” said Gillis according to Bloomberg Business.
“They missed the bottom line. They
missed on the net revenue line.”
Even with the disappointing
first-quarter earnings, the company is making strong efforts for the
turnaround Mayer promised.
The company is making strategic moves to try to boost its value;
one of those are the three new digital magazines that Yahoo launched
this quarter: Yahoo Politics, Yahoo
TV and Yahoo Autos.
Another effort to boost Yahoo’s
value would include high-profile
video displays of ads with brands
such as Old Navy, Honda and the
city of Las Vegas.
Yahoo’s earnings followed an
announcement on April 16 that it
had revamped its advertising deal
with Microsoft to give it more flexibility to sell its own search ads.
Although the impact of the
deal will not be determined until
next quarter, Yahoo has benefited
somewhat from a deal to become
Firefox’s default search engine.
The company is developing
search tools to anticipate what onthe-go users might need, such as
boarding information for a flight
they are about to take. Yahoo has
also emphasized mobile services
and ads with hopes of cashing in
on surging mobile ad revenues.
Mayer is trying to refocus the
company around mobile apps, native ads, video services and Tumblr
while reducing staffing in the company’s other divisions like its traditional web offerings.
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Google changes may affect businesses without mobile sites
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER

On April 21, Google implemented its highly anticipated worldwide
algorithmic revision that affects
how basic search results are displayed on mobile devices. The new
model screens websites based on
how mobile-friendly their displays
and features are. Websites that
Google does not believe are sufficiently mobile-friendly may not
be displayed on the list of search
results for mobile devices, whereas those that are will be displayed
more favorably.
Google did, however, reassure
that content will always be significantly considered when displaying
search results. If a website’s content
is found particularly relevant to the
topic of a search, its search prominence will likely remain unaffected
even if it is not as mobile-friendly
as other results.
In its first announcement of
the planned algorithmic revisions,
Google defended its new strategy
by explaining, “When it comes to
mobile devices, users should get
the most relevant and timely results, no matter if the information
lives on mobile-friendly web pages
or apps.”
In the announcement, Google
added that the main purpose of
the change is to design its search
results around the convenience of
the user. Ideally, when conducting a search on a mobile device, a
user would not have to zoom in to
read the webpage and could access
a mobile link on a webpage easily.
The recent changes that impacted the search results only affect searches on smartphones, not
tablets or portable desktops.
Although mobile-friendly websites have gained prominence
recently, not all companies have
adapted to users who access their

websites on a mobile device. In
light of this, Google for the first
time warned businesses that its
new algorithmic changes might affect the traffic of their company’s
website. By providing a list of all
the expected alterations in February, the tech company allowed two
months for companies to alter their
websites before implementing
any changes.
Google also provided an online
test in which any company or individual could test their website
against the new algorithmic model.
If a company found that its
website was not mobile-friendly, it could take steps—listed by
Google—to ensure that that its
rank on the search engine’s results
would not be demoted.
The new system of displaying
search results on mobile devices
has been called “Mobile-geddon”
as a result of the probable negative
effect it could have on small businesses.
It has been predicted that the
new changes will adversely impact small businesses’ websites
the most since their owners might
not be aware of the modifications
Google implemented.
Marketers that specialize in
digitized marketing have found
that even large companies will be
impacted if their websites are not
updated to meet specifications.
According to an article published
by Fortune, the marketing agency
Merkle/RKG determined that 46
percent of Fortune 500 companies
and 29 percent of the top retail sites
do not meet the necessary standards of Google’s new algorithm as
of April.
Companies such as these, and
all others that need to alter their
sites, have two options. The first
option is to have two separate websites. One is to be displayed on a
desktop and the other on a mobile
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Google’s changed search algorithm has the potential to harm small businesses who do not have mobile-friendly websites.
device. The second option is to
have a single website that adapts to
the size of the screen used to conduct the search. This is called a responsive site. If a company decides
to implement a responsive site,
they would only have to update one
website as opposed to two with the
former strategy.
The popular clothing retailer
American Eagle Outfitters plans
on following the second strategy
by designing its own responsive
website.
Although companies, such as
American Eagle, have changed the
workings of their websites completely; the search result changes
are only reflected on a page-level
basis.

In other words, only the pages
that are not deemed mobile-friendly are ranked lower on search results, as opposed to the whole website in general.
Marketers have also suggested
that the changes to the algorithm
might result in an increase in mobile-online advertising. Presently,
online ads featured on desktops are
much more expensive than those
on mobile devices. This is because,
once a user clicks on a mobile ad, the
format of the webpage it often leads
to is not wholly compatible with the
mobile device.
However, with Google’s new
modifications, these webpages are
more likely to be mobile-friendly,
which could cause an increase in

the demand for mobile ads. If this
is the case, the price of mobile ads
may consequently increase.
Although there is a discrepancy on just how much Google’s
alterations will impact business of
companies as a result of decreased
traffic, website designers and marketers are benefitting from the new
policy. The changes will be felt
more among companies, such as
retailers, which rely heavily on Internet presence.
As a preventative measure,
some companies have enlisted the
help of professionals to reconstruct
their websites. Other companies
that have not yet altered their websites might do so in the near future
if their business is affected.
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Saudi Arabia increases oil production to meet global demand
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
STAFF WRITER

The oil market is slowly improving, with prices closing at $65.36
per barrel on April 24, and OPEC
increasing its oil output to 31.02
million barrels a day in order to
meet growing global demand.
While it is possible that oil prices will continue to rise to normal
levels into the summer, the crisis
itself is still far from over.
After reaching a low of $46.83
per barrel on Jan. 13, the price of
oil is climbing slowly. Since April 9,
the price has been steadily rising,
hitting a high of $63.73 on April 16
and increasing once again despite a
two-day slowdown.
There is a possibility that OPEC’s
most recent increase in output has
a connection to the stagnation
in growth.
In March, the group increased
its output by 890,000 barrels a day,
which, according to CNN, is the
biggest rise since 2011.
According to the International Energy Agency, Saudi Arabia
alone has raised its daily output
by 390,000 barrels, reaching a total output of 10.1 million barrels
per day.
In comparison, the nation
supplied 9.74 million barrels per
day in February 2015, 9.69 million in January and 9.62 million in
December 2014.
In an interview with The Guardian, Amrita Sen, chief analyst at Energy Aspects, said, “While April and
May could see a small pullback,
overall it is clear that Saudi Arabia
has reacted to stronger demands
for their crude, despite being in an
oversupplied market.”
As to the other OPEC countries, Iraq increased its output by
350,000 to 3.67 million barrels per
day while Libya increased its output by 190,000 to 480,000 barrels
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Among OPEC nations that have increased production recently, Saudi Arabia has increased its output the most.
per day.
The increase of OPEC’s oil output could also be attributed to
increasing global oil demands,
steadily rising from 92.66 million
barrels per day in the second quarter of 2015, to 94.05 million barrels
per day in the third quarter and
94.67 million barrels per day in
the fourth.
“Stronger-than-expected [first
quarter] demand might signal a
faster recovery … but might just

as likely point to a slower one if
pockets of demand strength prove
short-lived and lead to weaker
deliveries later on,” the IEA’s
website states.
The issue could easily be looked
at through the rule of supply and
demand. Prices of oil might drop
once again with the increasing
supply, thus reducing chances for
improvement.
This means that until supply
and demand find their way toward

an equilibrium, oil prices will not
be able to reach healthy levels.
When OPEC nations did not
try to decrease production in order to meet the low oil prices,
some experts speculated that the
Gulf nations were trying to keep
their market shares and decrease
competitions from other countries, whether from Iran or United
States.
If that were the case, the Gulf
nations might have succeeded. A

recent Bloomberg Business article
reported “unprecedented reductions in drilling mean growth” in
the United States.
New growth estimates for U.S.
oil productions have also decreased, and a recent report by
Baker Hughes oil services showed
that the number of active oil rigs
has decreased to 703, down by 99
in the last two weeks alone.
Additionally, the U.S. crude oil
prices fell by 1.02 percent, settling
at $57.42 on April 25.
Saudi Arabia has a lot at stake
due to falling oil prices. Information provided on OPEC’s official
website shows that Saudi Arabia
has the second largest crude oil reserves in the organization, standing
at 265.8 billion barrels.
This makes up for 22 percent of
OPEC’s overall share of crude oil
reserves.
According to IEA’s official website, “[S]upply disruption risks are
on the rise. Producer countries that
depend on high oil prices and that
do not enjoy large buffers will find
it hard to balance their budget and
fund social spending programs at
current prices.”
In other words, nations that
build their budgets based on oil
prices might come up with budget
deficits due to the recent developments in the market for oil.
This already happened in the
case of Russia, when a price drop
to $80 per barrel of oil resulted in a
deficit estimated between $90 and
$100 billion.
The situation is similar in Saudi
Arabia, where oil made up 92.5 percent of revenue for 2011. The nation
already felt the monetary toll of low
oil prices.
According to CNN Money, the
Saudi Arabian Ministry of Finance
speculated that its 2015 budget
would experience a $39 billion
deficit.
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Colleges hold Sleep Week to push students to invest in shut-eye
BY CHRISTINE LEUNG
STAFF WRITER

With finals week just around the
corner, college students are scrambling to find the best techniques
to conquer stress and lack of sleep
due to hours of studying. At Baruch
College, clubs such as the United
Chinese Language Association
recently held Sleep Week, informing students why sleep is necessary, how much sleep is needed
and what can be done to get better
sleep.
College students are unaware
of how much lack of sleep can affect their health both in the short
and long run. Sleep deficiency can
cause accidents, aging of the skin,
forgetfulness and might even lead
to health problems in the near future.
Chronic sleep-loss can put a
person at risk for cardiovascular illnesses, stroke and diabetes.
Taking power naps and consuming sufficient amounts of energizing foods and drinks may be
one of the many different solutions
to overcome the wrath of final examinations.
“As finals week approaches,
we, as students, are going to be
deprived of sleep. There is no escaping from it but enduring it by
taking power naps during the day.
For myself, I believe the most vital
aspect in efficient studying is eating to give our brain and body sufficient energy in studying multiple
subjects at the same time,” shared
David Wong, a senior majoring inmarketing management.
Some college students are aware
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Lack of brain-nourishing sleep can cause long-term health issues in students who pull frequent all-nighters to cram for exams.
of the harm associated with lack of
sleep. Academic calendars at universities often schedule all exams
during one week or two, leaving
students feeling overwhelmed and
frantic.
Wong said, “Other than [power
naps], there are no other solutions
because colleges and professors are
not going to work around students’
final schedules or even reschedule
for a different day to accommodate
a student’s schedule unless it conflicts.”
Victoria Chiu, a sophomore majoring in chemistry, briefly defined
how sleep deficiency creeps up
on students during the semester.
“Sleep deficiency is one of the biggest problems for college students

nowadays. Students often stay up
late doing homework or studying
for upcoming exams and projects.
Although we all know we need
sleep, we sacrifice the hours we can
sleep because we value doing well
in classes.”
Students are well aware that
sleep is essential. However, pursuing an excellent GPA is also a priority.
Chiu explained that the lack of
sleep may lead to short term problems even throughout the day and
elaborated on her methods for
dealing with finals week.
“One major negative effect is
being unable to concentrate,” Chiu
said. “This is important because
students tend to fall asleep dur-

ing classes, which might result in
getting professors angry or disappointed. For myself, I keep a handy
schedule book with me and mark
all the major tests or projects on the
days it’s due. I give myself enough
time to prep for every class I have
a final for. That way, I know I will
have enough time to rest before any
exam.”
Other students claim that an
all-nighter helps them absorb their
studies more and prep them more
efficiently.
Molly Deng, a junior and human
resources major, shared, “Students
will pull all-nighters in the library
because schools promote a culture
that focuses on grades. This allows
for students to cram just to pass

the test and then sleep afterward.
This is what I usually do during finals week. I would take power naps
when I have breaks. Most of my
nights will be late nights of studying
and cramming. Energy drinks are
not my best solutions because they
don’t help me concentrate during
my studying or exams.”
Feng Lan, a freshman and finance major, explained his own
sleep schedule during finals week.
“I’ll sleep in two four-hour segments and they could be at any
time of the day,” Lan shared.
“I do my homework or anything assignment-based first before studying because those have
a deadline. So I’ll complete my
homework, sleep, wake up and
study. And after every final, I make
sure to get six hours before reading
up again.”
Lan said that this highly regimented schedule keeps him from
burning out. Lan admitted that he
does not get enough sleep at night,
so it is easy for him to fall asleep
anywhere.
“The biggest difficulty is waking up. I drink a lot of coffee yearround. However, I don’t drink as
much during finals. I don’t prefer review sessions because they
don’t help me. I tend to get easily
distracted when I’m with others. I
usually study alone and this gives
me enough time to rejuvenate.”
Sleep is essential, especially
when exam dates are coming
closer. Students admit that energy
drinks and foods can help, but it is
still difficult to manage studying for
a number of exams within one or
two weeks.

Social media sharing during meals detracts from real conversation
BY CATE LARSEN
STAFF WRITER

A waiter places an inviting patterned coffee mug on the table
along with a triple chocolate cake.
The froth spread in the center of the
coffee almost resembles a heart,
and the fudge on the cake drips
down the sides in stark juxtaposition to the white plate. To not
document this moment on a smart
phone would be a crime, so the patron opens Instagram.
Five minutes, two perfect
hashtags and one fitting filter later,
the patron is free to pick up a fork.
As they take a sip of coffee and a
mouthful of delicious cake, they
glance down at their phone with
satisfaction as the notifications for
likes and comments accumulate.
Does this scenario sound familiar? No social media feed today is
complete without a constant flow of
mouthwatering images, popularly
known as “food porn.” Food is one
of the few things everyone shares. It
links cultures in many ways. It also
draws people together—eating out
with another person can be an intimate time to take a break from the
everyday bustle of life and share a
pleasurable sensory experience.
Recent studies even show that
regular family dinners are connected to improvements in children’s
behavior and academic performance. Clearly, there is something
to be said for the social impact of
food. Perhaps, this important form
of connection explains why people
are so eager to share their food with
friends on social media.
With the rise of outlets such as
Instagram, Snapchat and Facebook, the current generation has
sought to expand this impact.
However, perhaps the parent or
partner that one eats with does not
welcome the crowded presence of
an extra hundred at the table. In the
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The major rule when it comes
to food and technology is
that everything is OK in
moderation. If someone
is posting pictures of their
takeout from the Kimchi cart
every day, it may not be so
appealing or helpful. And if
one is taking too much time
to place the forks correctly
and choose the perfect
hashtag when a romantic
interest is sitting across the
table, it is probably best to
put the phone down.

While posting to social media during meals has become the norm, it remains controversial in terms of etiquette and tact.
midst of this fleeting connection of
people to food before they scroll
on to the next post, ties are broken
between those who are physically
sharing a meal together.
On a sunny afternoon, three
girls in the plaza were relaxing between classes and sharing sushi.
One of the girls, Jamie Huang, a Baruch College sophomore and accounting major, was seen quickly
snapping a photo of her udon. She
revealed that she has a food tracker app where she uploads these
photos. Why? “To know what I’m
eating everyday,” she explained.
Though her photos are strictly to
track her calorie intake, she said
that there are times when she puts
the pictures on social media.
“When there’s fancy food—like
cronuts,” she shared. “It’s some-

thing to talk about and you share
information, so other people can
know what’s good to eat.”
At this point, Rachael Chan, a
sophomore majoring in operations
management, swiftly interjected. “I
think people do it to show off their
food, and I disapprove. If you wanted to show somebody a good place
to eat, you could check in to a place
and write about it.”
Huang countered, “If I don’t see
the picture, I won’t really believe
it. It has to look good … and taste
good!” Perhaps ,they are both right.
People not only want to add a delicious and inviting picture to their
profiles to brag about waiting in a
five-hour line for the sought-after
cronut but also use food posts as an
information-sharing tool.
If one sees the cronut and a

small review in the caption of
whether it was good or not, viewers
can use this information to decide
whether it is worth the trouble. This
can be a helpful reference when it
comes to restaurant food, particularly for Baruch students. However,
all the girls agreed that there has
to be a boundary when it comes to
posting photos.
Jessica Lau, a sophomore and
accounting major, has come to
terms with snapping and posting while she is eating. However,
she has one exception: “I think it’s
rude on a date. What about me? I’m
right here! But other than that, it’s
just what is normal now.”
Huang added, “If it’s just regular
food, it’s weird.”
Rachael nodded in agreement.
“I think that it gets a bit too much if

you always post your food.”
The major rule when it comes to
food and technology is that everything is OK in moderation. If someone is posting pictures of their takeout from the kimchi cart every day,
it may not be so appealing or helpful. And if one is taking too much
time to place the forks correctly
and choose the perfect hashtag
when a romantic interest is sitting
across the table, it is probably best
to put the phone down and save the
posting for afterward.
When done quickly and correctly, sharing food photos with hundreds on social media can extend
the uniting experience of food beyond the table while not detracting
too much from the conversation at
the table, aiding both quantity and
quality of social connections.
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Political activist talks fight for democracy in communist China
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
STAFF WRITER

The Blind Activist: A Conversation with Chen Guangcheng was
hosted by Baruch College’s School
of Public Affairs and the Computer
Center for Visually Impaired People.
On the evening of April 28, David Birdsell, dean of SPA, spoke
with Chen Guangcheng to discuss
Guangcheng’s struggle for human
rights in communist China, as described in Guangcheng’s memoir
titled The Barefoot Lawyer.
Guangcheng is an activist for
Chinese women, children and the
disabled. He was born in 1971 in
Dongshigu, a rural village in China.
He was able to escape China
with his family with the help of the
U.S. embassy in 2012. He then settled in Washington, D.C., although
he studied at New York University
and Baruch’s CCVIP.
In his biography, he accuses the
U.S. government of giving in to the
Chinese communists rather than
fighting them to advocate democracy.
The audience at the event was
largely composed of people affiliated with CCVIP. For the first
hour, Guangcheng talked about his
memoir and answered Birdsell’s
questions regarding his life and
career. The remaining 40 minutes
were spent answering questions
from the audience.
Guangcheng’s memoir described the reality of the Chinese
living in rural areas, who make up
70 percent of the population. These
people often face issues of extremely low annual incomes, lack of
street lamps, living spaces no larger
than 500 square meters and lack of
electricity.
According to the speaker,
some of the villages just recently
acquired access to electricity.

Through his efforts to raise awareness, Guangcheng hopes to make
the world a better place.
“I was extremely curious as a
child, which led to a lot of questions
that often annoyed the adults,” the
speaker said when Birdsell asked
about his inspiration. He also cited
native Chinese stories read to him
by his father.
The conversation then shifted
toward harsh laws in China, with
the speaker stating, “Law in China
plays a small role in people’s lives.
The main factor is power.”
As proof, he stated that a pregnant woman in violation of the
two-child policy could be dragged
out of her home in the middle of
the night to have a forced abortion
or be completely sterilized.
Guangcheng also believes that
laws in China are “just for the foreigners; for a show.” In reality, most
of them were written but never enforced. Some laws meant for people
with disabilities were not enforced
in Beijing until 13 years later.
As an example, the speaker
recalled a time in the early 2000s
when he had to pay for his subway
ticket despite a regulation stating
that the disabled could ride for free,
all because “the law does not matter.”
In response to the aforementioned situation, a collective suit
was filed to make sure that the regulation was enforced.
The law was rewritten and people with disabilities, along with
their guides, were able to ride the
subway for free. Guangcheng admits that he still receives thanks for
his efforts in filing the suit.
But the fight for human rights
did not come without repercussions. Guangcheng’s family was
kept under house arrest and the
speaker himself was jailed for four
years.
At one point, he also recalled
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Guangcheng lobbied for women’s rights in Communist China, spending four years in jail and facing social alienation.
that the Communist Party sent
spies that spread false rumors
about the speaker, mainly his alleged connections to the U.S. government.
When that proved unsuccessful, the party began using bribes or
payment for the speaker’s work. As
soon as he declined, the pressure
on his family mounted.
“For the sake of justice, this is
what we need to do,” the speaker
stated as he urged the audience to
fight for equality. He later added,
“At first they were surprised. Here’s
a blind person standing up against
the state. People began to think, ‘If
a blind person can do it, so can I.’”
Surprisingly,
Guangcheng’s
case did not receive recognition

until actor Christian Bale’s visit to
China. Known for his role in The
Dark Knight, the actor was stopped
and beaten down by communist
guards when he tried to visit the
activist, all in front of CNN reporters. The news spread, and the public began to gain information about
Guangcheng.
The last question concerned
Guangcheng’s opinion on student
and faculty exchanges between
China and the rest of the globe.
According to the speaker, the
nation needs more interactions
with foreigners, and exchange
programs are the best way to ensure that the party does not gain
too much power over the citizens’
mindsets.

The Communist Party is currently the ruling party in China. The
rights of the people are suppressed,
and those who speak out against
the regime are often beaten and
imprisoned.
In general, the speaker listed
seven things that cannot be mentioned under the communist
regime: civil rights, freedom of
speech, universal values, organizations that are not controlled by the
party, capitalistic tendencies of the
people in power, the lack of independence of the judicial branch,
and freedom of speech.
The conversation was closed by
Guangcheng’s plea: “Think of far,
distant future, not what’s right in
front of you.”
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Broadway’s Envy
New York City’s Hall of
Fame rivals any other

Q

uintessential New York sports moments have a distinctive ﬂavor to
them. Under the city’s brightest lights, the stage becomes that much
larger and for one reason or another, the results send vibrations
not just through the world of sports but into the city itself. The formula
for Gotham’s greatest games consists of three ingredients: larger-than-life
personalities, rabid fans and last-minute chaos. Stir the three together and it
becomes a religious experience.

Islanders’ reign in 1980s
still as glorious as ever

2000 World Series pits big
brother vs little brother

BY ANTHONY ESPOSITO

BY OMER SEMAN

BUSINESS EDITOR

STAFF WRITER

T

T

he year 1980 saw more than its fair share of great hockey moments. In
February of that year, the U.S. Olympic hockey team defeated the Soviet
Russian team at Lake Placid, New York, in one of the biggest upsets in
sports history. The following May, the Islanders made more hockey history in
New York, bringing the Stanley Cup to Long Island for the very ﬁrst time. The
championship marked the beginning of a decade that would be dominated by
the young team as they went on to win four championships.
The Islanders were founded as an expansion team in 1972, sharing New York
with the Rangers, one of the original six teams in the National Hockey League.
Although a well-established club, the Rangers had not won the Stanley Cup
since 1940. The Rangers typically won enough games to make the playoﬀs,
but in the 70s and 80s, they were still under the Curse of 1940, a superstitious
theory explaining the Rangers’ championship drought.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

he turn of the century brought with it an epic clash between the New
York Yankees and New York Mets in the 2000 World Series, two teams
emblematic of the spirit of New York City. Yankees fans characterize
themselves as conﬁdent, successful and most of all, winners, though every
other fanbase calls them arrogant, obnoxious, entitled brats; type in “Yankees
fans” into Google and the third dropdown option ends with “are the worst.”
As for their perennial “little brothers,” Mets fans claim to be much humbler
and more passionate as their dedication has been forged by decades of mediocrity with rare tastes of triumph in the 1969 and 1986 World Series. Those assertions have been belittled by their cross-town rivals, who have called them
pathetic losers since 1962, the Mets’ inaugural season. For a game or series to
be considered a classic, it should ﬁt a few criteria: one is “have a compelling
narrative heading into the contest.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Islanders bring relevance to Long Island during dynasty years
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
Despite being an expansion
team, the Islanders’ meteoric rise
to domination brought hope back
to hockey fans in New York. Their
legitimacy was questioned by many
New Yorkers who felt that the Rangers were the true New York hockey
team, but the Islanders’ rapid success quickly built their fan base in
the mid to late 1970s.
In the 1974-1975 season, just
their third in the NHL, the Islanders qualified for the Stanley Cup
playoffs for the very first time. With
future Hall of Famers Dennis Potvin, Clark Gillies and Billy Smith,
the team kicked off its first playoff
run with a series win against the
Rangers, sending the Blue Shirts
home in three games (in 1975, first
round series were best-of-three). In
the next round, the Islanders made
hockey history when they defeated
the Pittsburgh Penguins in seven
games, after losing the first three
games.
At the time, the Islanders were
just the third team in NHL history
to come back from a three-game
deficit to win a playoff series. To
this day, they are one of only four
teams to ever do so, the fourth team
being the Los Angeles Kings, who
achieved the feat in 2014 against
the San Jose Sharks. The Islanders’
first playoff run eventually came to
an end in the semifinals, when the
Philadelphia Flyers beat them in
seven games.
The 1975-1976 season panned
out in similar fashion to the previous year, as the Islanders once
again went to the playoffs. The
Rangers, however, did not qualify
for the playoffs that year and ended
the season at the bottom of the division behind the Atlanta Flames.
New York’s new hockey team,
however, did not disappoint. The
young Islanders once again made
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Dennis Potvin (top left) and Clark Gillies (bottom left) led the New York Islanders to historic four consecutive Stanley Cup wins from 1979 to 1983.
it to the semifinals, where they
fell to the Montreal Canadiens in
five games. The Canadiens had
won 58 games that season, 72 percent of the total number of games,
and eventually went on to win
the Stanley Cup. The Canadiens’
sole loss during the playoffs was
to the Islanders in Game 4 of the
semi-finals.
The Islanders continued to improve as they added players like
future Hall of Famer Mike Bossy
in 1977. That year, they lost again
to Montreal in the semifinals. In
1978 and 1979, they finished the
regular season at the top of their

division as they continued to establish themselves as an elite team.
The Rangers, meanwhile, returned
to the playoffs in 1977, and in 1979
defeated the Islanders but failed to
win a Stanley Cup as they fell to the
ever-winning Canadiens.
In 1980, in their eighth year of
existence, the Islanders’ dynasty
years began. The year saw the addition of players like Ken Morrow,
who had just won a gold medal with
the U.S. Olympic team, and Butch
Goring, a strong two-way second
line forward who is often referred
to as “the final piece of the puzzle.”
The Islanders played through three

series before reaching the Stanley
Cup Finals, where they faced the
Philadelphia Flyers.
In overtime of Game 6, John
Tonelli fed the puck between two
Philadelphia defensemen to Bob
Nystrom, whose backhander beat
goaltender Pete Peters to win the
Islanders their first ever championship, bringing the Stanley Cup back
to New York for the first time in
40 years.
The Islanders went on to win
three more consecutive championships, solidifying themselves as an
elite hockey team and New York’s
best for the time being.

The only team to win four or
more consecutive Stanley Cups is
the Montreal Canadiens, who have
the second most championships in
sports history with 23 Stanley Cups.
The only professional sports team
with more championships is the
New York Yankees. The Islanders’
championship in 1980 was a turning point in the team’s history, and a
crucial moment for New York sports
in general.
Not only did the Islanders bring
the Cup back to New York but they
also solidified themselves as the
first legitimate New York sports
team on Long Island.

Rangers march to Stanley Cup after dominating the regular season
BY STEPHEN ELLIOTT
COPY EDITOR
Long before Game 7 of the 1994
Stanley Cup finals was played, the
New York Rangers knew the cup
was theirs. Before captain Mark
“The Moose” Messier’s series winning goal was scored, before goalie
Mike Richter fended off the best the
Vancouver Canucks could muster
in the final five minutes of Game 7,
before Howie Rose shouted “Matteau, Matteau, Matteau!” the Rangers knew they had earned their cup.
Winning the president’s trophy
and setting a franchise record for
points at 112 was not enough. Upon
entering the playoffs, the Rangers
steamrolled and swept the ice with
cross-river rivals, the New York Islanders, and then pummeled the
Washington Capitals in five games.
It was not until they squared off
with the New Jersey Devils in the
Eastern Conference final that the
Rangers faced a team equal in
stature and talent.
That series saw seven agonizing games against their bitter divisional rivals and revealed the flaws
and inefficiencies in the Rangers’
machine. By Game 6, the Rangers
were down three games to two in
the series and were in dire straits.
In a must-win situation, Messier
famously guaranteed a victory to
the media prior to the game. What
many believed to be an arrogant
curse on the locker room turned
out to be the rallying cry for the
team’s playoff push. Messier scored
a natural hat trick in the third
period to finalize a convincing
4-2 victory.
Game 7 saw a resurgent Devils,
who took the Rangers to double
overtime. As time wound down
and the stakes increased, left winger Stephane Matteau intercepted a
puck that bounced off of the Devil’s
legendary goaltender, Martin Bro-
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Mark Messier and the Rangers completed their dreamlike 1994 season and erased the 54-year curse by winning the Stanley Cup.
deur’s stick. Matteau squeezed behind the net for a wraparound attempt that narrowly beat Brodeur’s
blocker on the right side. Simultaneously stunned and electrified,
the crowd at Madison Square Garden erupted, as did the announcers. “Matteau, Matteau, Matteau!”
Rose exclaimed. “The Rangers have
one more hill to climb, baby, but it’s
Mount Vancouver!”
The Rangers did not just climb
that mountain, they battled and
braved the overwhelming talent
and chemistry of the Canucks and
their relentless captain, Trevor Linden. Another palpitation-inducing
seven-game series was played.
Despite the Rangers’ early surge,
the Canucks crawled back from a
3-1 deficit, winning two in a row
to even the series at three each by
Game 7. On paper, the final game

appeared to be a duel of the captains, but the win was hard earned
by the outstanding play of Rangers’ greats like Brian Leetch, Mike
Richter, Adam Graves and Alexei
Kovalev. In fact, it was defenseman
Leetch’s inimitable performance
that earned him the Conne Smythe
Trophy for the series MVP.
The game began with the Rangers, as they had been accustomed
to all season, opening up an early
lead. Two first period goals by
Leetch and Graves capitalized on a
slow start by the Canucks. Despite
falling behind in the first, any hockey fan worth their salt knows how
finicky a two-goal lead can be. Linden scored a demoralizing shorthanded goal early in the second
on a breakaway, putting Vancouver
within one.
Messier reinvigorated a pet-

rified Madison Square Garden
crowd, scoring a garbage goal in a
scramble in front of the Canucks
net late in the second period. A
blocked wrist shot by Graves eked
out a rebound at which Brian
Noonan swung and miffed, only for
Messier to dive across the crease to
backhand the puck past goaltender
Kirk McLean.
Despite entering the third with
momentum on their side, the
Rangers surrendered another goal
to Linden hardly five minutes into
the period. Cold as stone once
more, the Garden waited with bated breath as the next 15 minutes
wound down. Strong efforts on the
face-off dot by Messier and Craig
MacTavish kept much of the play
in the neutral zone, as both teams
dealt devastating checks and dazzling dekes with every last bit of en-

ergy they had. A late period push by
the Canucks caused the Rangers to
turtle, giving way to the most stressful final five minutes of any Rangers game to date. After Vancouver’s
Nathan LaFayette rifled a shot off
the post behind Mike Richter, fans
gasped in fear for the worst.
The Canucks played out most of
those excruciating final minutes in
the Rangers’ end, cycling behind
the boards and along the blue line,
chipping away at the Rangers’ defense. Leetch took long shifts to see
the game through and Richter gladly flashed the leather of his glove to
keep the puck away from the pipes.
The final 37 seconds saw three faceoffs in the Rangers’ end as the Canucks distilled a season’s worth of
work into those fleeting seconds.
Despite their best attempts, the
Canucks could not break through.
The Rangers, though bloodied and
bruised, did not bow their heads.
When an impassioned and fervent
Messier received the cup from NHL
commissioner Gary Bettman, he
let out the legendary howl that has
since been emblazoned in every
Rangers’ fans mind.
Overcome with emotion, Messier’s Rangers finally brought a cup
home to the Garden in the modern
era. Despite being mocked for their
54-year cup drought, the Rangers
finally had some steel to show for all
their lore and legends. Though the
next 15 years were trying indeed,
the Rangers have recently returned
to a form of which Messier would be
duly proud.
With another cup run in their
grasp, the modern New York Rangers, and likewise much of New
York, can look the 1994 team for
inspiration. Messier’s Rangers took
what was theirs, what they earned
all season and throughout the
postseason and perhaps Ryan McDonagh’s 2014-2015 Rangers will
do the same.

MAY 4, 2015

THE TICKER SPECIAL I PAGE 15

Lin changes face of Knicks basketball during historic month
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Lin ended up playing for the
Harvard Crimsons, where he averaged 12.9 points per game, and was
selected to the All-Ivy League First
Team in his final two years.
After going undrafted in the
2010 draft, Lin signed with the
Golden State Warriors and was
waived three times before he
joined the New York Knicks early
in the 2011-2012 season. Lin went
back and forth between playing in
the D-league and spending time
on the Knicks’ bench for several
games. It seemed like his career in
the NBA was not going to last long
and just when everything seemed
to be heading downward, Linsanity
happened.
In a matchup against the Nets,
who at the time were known as the
New Jersey Nets, Lin finally had his
breakout game in his second season in the league. Lin erupted for
25 points, dished out seven assists
and grabbed five rebounds in front
of the sold out crowd at Madison
Square Garden. His stellar performance gave the Knicks, who lost
11 of their previous 13 games, a
spark off the bench. Lin earned the
starting role in the following game
against the Utah Jazz and finished
with an even better stat line, scoring 28 points along with eight assists.
Soon, the media took notice
of the undrafted guard, and his
name was in nearly every headline around the city. With all of the
attention on Lin, basketball fans
had high expectations night after
night. Lin quickly rose to basketball
stardom in a course of a couple of
games and became an instrumental part in the Knicks’ rotation.
With strong momentum from
back to back wins, the Knicks travelled to Washington for a big game
against John Wall and the Wizards.

This was an opportunity for the
Knicks to win their third consecutive game and for Lin to face off
against Wall, who was the top overall pick in Lin’s draft class. After
suffering an injury to his right groin
against the Jazz, Carmelo Anthony
did not play in this game and all
eyes were on Lin.
Despite playing with the pressure on the road, Lin dropped 23
points and a career high 10 assists.
Lin was able to put away the Wizards and proved that he was ready
to take over the team with the
Knicks’ superstar, Carmelo Anthony, sitting on the sideline.
Lin faced his toughest challenge
in his third start in the league, when
he went up against the Los Angeles
Lakers. Kobe Bryant and the Lakers
looked forward to end the Knicks’
hot streak, but Lin had an answer
for the Black Mamba. Lin finished
with a staggering 38 points and seven assists behind the jubilant home
crowd and handed the Lakers a
disappointing loss. Bryant also had
a notable night with 34 points in his
defeat, but his numbers were overshadowed by Lin’s brilliant performance.
Following their victory against
the Lakers, the Knicks hoped to
achieve their season best five-game
winning streak against the Minnesota Timberwolves. Although Lin
did not put up an extraordinary
stat line like he did in his previous night, Lin still scored a teamhigh 20 points and continued to
distribute the ball well with eight
assists. His 20-point game helped
him break the record for the most
points by a player in his first five
starts in NBA history with 136 total points; Dan Issel and Shaquille
O’Neal previously shared the record with 129 points.
After being awarded Eastern
Conference player of the week, Lin
led the Knicks to a 17-point come-

back in their game on the road
against the Raptors. In the closing
seconds of the game, the score was
all tied at 87, and the ball was in
Lin’s hands.
The shot clock was turned off,
and all of the players were spaced
out to give Lin room to drive in if
he decided to. With the anticipation of the crowd beneath him, Lin
stepped up and chucked a game
winning three-point dagger over
Jose Calderon to end the game. It
was one of the biggest plays in his
career and his teammates were ecstatic.
Lin led the Knicks to their seventh consecutive win after defeating the Sacramento Kings 100-85.
The Kings were among the league’s
worst teams at defending against
the pick-and-roll, and the Knicks
showed no mercy behind a solid
double-double by Lin, adding 10
points and a career high 13 assists.
The Knicks victory brought the
team back to a .500 record, 15-15,
for the first time since they 6-6 after
a loss against the Oklahoma City
Thunder on Jan. 14.
After the seven-game win
streak, the New Orleans Pelicans
managed to briefly stop the unstoppable Knicks with a narrow
victory 89-85. Lin finished with 26
points and five assists in the losing effort. With Anthony back in
the lineup, the Knicks went 2-6 and
even head coach Mike D’Antoni resigned. In the end of the month Lin
would undergo surgery to repair a
torn meniscus and his season was
over.
Lin’s shining moment in the
Big Apple will definitely be a story
to remember for years to come.
Although it was brief, Linsanity
took the league by storm and also
changed the way many people saw
the sport.
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Jeremy Lin turned the Knicks’ season around in 2012 as his terriﬁc play through the
second half of the NBA season powered the team through the competition.

Nets change their fortunes during 2001-2002 season behind Kidd
BY REYNALDO CARRASCO
SPORTS EDITOR
New Jersey has lived behind
New York’s shadow since the dawn
of time. Regardless of how much
current fans despise the Knicks,
they comfort themselves by laughing at Nets fans, and for good reason. Everyone is still high off the
1970 championship win.
When the Nets moved to Brooklyn, it seemed like they were trying
to prop themselves up by swiping
some of the Knicks’ fans. Once they
donned the black and white, many
pundits and fans across the league
saw it as the death of a franchise,
and many still do. Even more hold
memories from the Meadowlands
close to heart. No matter what the
Brooklyn Nets achieve, the New
Jersey Nets will always have a place
in the NBA’s Pantheon. Once upon
a time, they too were elite, in 2011.
The Nets finished in 12th place
during the 2000-2001 season with
a 26-56 record. They were a bundle
of potential but their inexperience held them back. Despite their
struggles, the Nets entered the following offseason with a glint in
their eye. As promising as Stephon
Marbury seemed, his tantrums
made him a nuisance to the franchise. With a talented core of Kenyon Martin and Keith Van Horn
already in place, the Nets decided
to roll the dice by trading Marbury
to the Phoenix Suns for Jason Kidd.
It was a huge gamble. Though Kidd
had certainly proven himself to be
arguably the best playmaker in the
league, his limited scoring ability
was a weakness. Marbury, a scoring point guard, was the just the
opposite. Instead of initiating any
type of ball movement for the rest
of the team, Marbury decided that
the best shot was always the one
leaving his hands. By trading for
Kidd, they were betting on his in-

tangibles: his leadership, grit and
basketball I.Q.
Before the start of the 2001-2002
season, Kidd declared that New
Jersey would at the very least be a
.500 team. No one imagined the
Nets were going to finish 52-30.
Kidd became the New Jersey’s engine on both sides of the ball as his
intensity on defense was only outshined by his supernatural passing
ability. It also helped that the Nets’
other key players, Martin and Van
Horn, were healthy for most of the
season as well.
These Nets were defined by their
suffocating defense and rapid-fire
attack. Head coach Byron Scott
tried maximize his team’s youth
and athleticism by having them run
a fast-break as many times as possible. Those opportunities came early and often, as their army of longarmed defenders was constantly
deflecting balls and generating
steals and blocks to fuel their open
court attack. Those times were the
most beautiful. The Nets played

the break as well as any team ever
did. With Kidd at the helm, fans
were guaranteed a couple highlight
plays every game.
By the time the playoffs rolled
around, New Jersey had gained the
respect of everyone in the league.
The Nets finished the 2001-2002
season with the league’s top ranked
defensive rating (99.5) and finished fifth in opponent points per
game rating by limiting opposing
teams to about 92 points per game.
Though they held a pedestrian offensive rating of 104, good for 17th
in the league, they finished with a
91.8 rating in pace—ninth overall—which proved just how fast
the team was operating. At the
time, many analysts believed the
Nets would not be able to sustain
their regular season success seeing as the game slows down in
the postseason.
New Jersey would be tested
early, as they would face off against
an up-and-coming Indiana Pacers team. Led by their veteran
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superstar shooting guard Reggie
Miller and a dominant young forward in Jermaine O’Neal, the Pacers pushed the Nets to the brink
of elimination. Kidd was up to the
challenge though, and he almost
singlehandedly carried his team to
a 3-2 series win. He ended up averaging 22.2 points per game, 8.4
assists per game, 6.6 rebounds per
game and 2.2 steals per game.
The Nets’ semifinal matchup
against Baron Davis and the Charlotte Hornets was a different story
altogether. New Jersey seemed to
have found its footing after surviving a scare from the Pacers and
their regained confidence allowed
them to steamroll the Hornets with
a 4-1 series win. Though Kidd was
their best performer, their most
important was arguably Kerry Kittles. After a quiet showing against
Indiana, Kittles erupted against
Charlotte and averaged 14.5 points
per game and 39 percent shooting
from three to help the Nets bury
the Hornets.
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After being traded by the Phoenix Suns to the New Jersey Nets, Jason Kidd went on to lead his new team to 52 wins.

Despite their strong showing in
the semifinal round, the Nets had
trouble with the Boston Celtics in
the Eastern Conference Finals. As
regional rivals, there was some bad
blood between Boston and New Jersey, and it showed. Though Boston
was a thin team with a weak bench,
their two top scorers, Paul Pierce
and Antoine Walker, made up for
the team’s deficiencies. Unfortunately for them, Kidd was playing
on a completely different level and
his excellence infected the rest of
the Nets. New Jersey took the series
4-2 behind Kid’s stellar play. He averaged a triple-double for the series
with 17.5 points, 11.2 rebounds and
10.2 assists per game. Additionally, four other players averaged
double-figure scoring averages for
the series.
With the East behind them, the
Nets had finally reached the NBA
Finals and had surpassed all of
their wildest imaginations. Though
they certainly looked good enough
to win the championship against
Eastern Conference competition,
they were going up against a legendary team: Shaquille O’Neal and
Kobe Bryant’s Los Angeles Lakers. To say the odds were stacked
against the Nets would be an understatement. New Jersey was the
feel-good team of the season, the
lovable band of young bucks who
would at least put up a fight. The
Lakers were a team of legend that
would go down as one of the best of
all time. They proved themselves by
sweeping the Nets 4-0 in one of the
more lopsided NBA Finals matchups in history.
Though it was a disappointing
end to their season, it did not define it. The 2001-2002 season was
not about winning a championship, it was about earning respect
and relevance. After a decade of despair, that is all anyone in the state
of New Jersey could have asked for.
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Yankees duel Mets for ultimate bragging rights in World Series
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
The headline for this matchup practically wrote itself: “Little
Brother vs. Big Brother.” Bitter adversaries were competing for the
crown of undisputed champion of
New York; a coronation for the upstart Mets or the fourth title for the
legendary Core Four of Derek Jeter,
Jorge Posada, Mariano Rivera and
Andy Pettitte. Plenty of vitriol had
been shared between New Yorkers, and the rights to New York City
were up for grabs.
Another criterion is “star power”
and the aforementioned Core Four
were at the peak of their powers,
having won three of the previous
four World Series before facing the
Mets. All-Stars Mike Piazza and Edgardo Alfonzo along with the stellar fielding of six-time Gold Glove
winner Robin Ventura and the
moxie of manager Bobby Valentine
gave casual fans plenty of stars to
gravitate towards.
“Close competition throughout” and “unforgettable moments”
round out the list. Although the
series lasted just five games, two
of those were decided by two runs,
three games by one run, and Game
1 went 12 innings. The unprovoked
act of alleged steroid-user Roger
Clemens hurling bat shrapnel toward Piazza during Game 2 was
forever etched into baseball lore.
All these factors helped ensure
the Fall Classic would live up to its
name.
The Yankees entered the new
millennium as a fully-formed dynasty. The Canyon of Heroes grew
accustomed to hosting ticker-tape
parades for the Bronx Bombers;
their pinstripes were synonymous
with success. Yet the path to a
fourth championship in five years
was arduous for the Yankees. They
ended the 2000 regular season losing 15 of their final 18 games. Fin-
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In his ﬁfth season, Derek Jeter was a major factor in the Yankees’ championship with nine hits and two homeruns
ishing with a record of 87-74 was
good enough to win the American
League East, but they yielded a
.540 winning percentage, the worst
among playoff-bound teams.
After they squeaked past the
Oakland Athletics in the American League Divisional Series three
games to two, the Yankees went on
to defeat the Seattle Mariners in the
American League Championship
Series 4-2 in a series capped with
a 15-strikeout complete game from
Clemens in Game 4 and a threerun homer by David Justice in the
series-clinching Game 6. The final
roadblock to Yankees’ 26th title was
a group of usurpers seeking to dethrone the “Kings of New York”.

Unlike the Bombers, the Mets
entered the postseason winning
nine of their last 12 games. Even as
a Wild Card team, they dispatched
the San Francisco Giants in a fourgame National League Divisional
Series sealed by a one-hit shutout by Bobby Jones. Onto the NL
Championship Series they went,
and they made quick work of the
St. Louis Cardinals by winning in
five games.
Shea Stadium erupted when
Timo Perez caught a fly ball to send
the Mets to the World Series.
Winning a championship in
any sport validates all the intense
effort exerted during the journey
towards success. Relief and elation

can be derived from overcoming
all obstacles and achieving the ultimate goal—in this case, winning
the World Series. The reverse is just
as true, if not somber. Sisyphean
levels of despair are evoked when
one seems to have reached the pinnacle, just close enough to see the
peak, before stumbling down.
The Mets reluctantly fulfilled
their role as Sisyphus, carried the
boulder (read: fan base) near the
top of the mountain, before letting
them down. The Yankees satisfied
their Zeus-like role with their triumph over the Mets in five games,
reminding the world who presides
over the realm of New York.
Game 1 was the longest World

Series game in history logging at
4 hours 51 minutes. There was a
dearth of scoring until Justice drove
in the first runs of this Subway Series with a double to deep center
field in the bottom of the sixth inning. The Mets would respond with
a bases-loaded pinch-hit single by
Bubba Trammell to tie the game at
two apiece. A subsequent single by
Alfonzo earned them a 3-2 edge in
the top of the seventh inning.
Their lead would hold until Mets
closer Armando Benitez loaded the
bases to allow a Chuck Knoblauch
sacrifice fly to send the game into
extra innings. Both bullpens held
firm until the bottom of the 12th.
Turk Wendell gave up three hits
including a walk-off single to Jose
Vizcaino, a seldom utilized second
baseman for the Yankees.
One of the oddest sequence of
events occurred in Game 2. In the
third at-bat of the game, Piazza
squared off against Roger Clemens for the first time since getting
hit in the head by a fastball in July
of that year. Piazza’s bat shattered
after fouling off a pitch, and as he
instinctually jogged toward first
base, Clemens gathered a chunk
of the bat and flung it in Piazza’s
direction, nearly impaling his leg.
The benches cleared as Piazza approached Clemens with justifiable
anger. The game resumed and Clemens dominated the Mets for eight
innings, did not permit a run and
tallied nine strikeouts.
Avoiding the dreaded sweep
was a small consolation for the
Mets. After winning Game 3 in
Shea Stadium, they became victims
to Jeter’s bat and Mariano’s cutter
in Games 4 and 5. Mets fans had to
stare with resignation as the Yankees, the Yankees, won another title, this time in Shea. They were not
just celebrating the culmination of
a season of struggles; they kicked
the boulder down the hill.

Giants play the underdog against the unstoppable Patriots in 2008
The New England Patriots were supposed to be invincible. They
were a machine ran by two of the greatest minds in football:
Tom Brady and Bill Belichick. After amassing an 18-0 record over
the regular season they seemed to be the team of destiny. Then
it all came crashing down. And it was all the Giants’ fault.
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Generally regarded as one of the
greatest upsets in sports history,
Super Bowl XLII will likely remain
ingrained in the minds and hearts
of Giants fans and New Yorkers
alike. The New England Patriots
were heavily favored, completing
their regular season with a perfect
record, the first team to do so since
the expansion to a 16 game regular
season in 1978. No one expected
the 10-6 Giants to even make it to
the Super Bowl. Yet, after some of
the most memorable plays in recent NFL history, they won it all.
During the 2007 season, the
New England Patriots were seen
as one of the greatest teams in history. Quarterback Tom Brady set a
career record for passing at 4,806
yards during the regular season. He
also set the record of 50 touchdown
passes for a regular season, a record broken by Peyton Manning in
2013. Many attribute Brady’s high
numbers to the Patriots acquisition of receivers Randy Moss and
Wes Welker. Moss set the record
for most touchdown receptions in
a regular season at 30 touchdowns.
Welker had a total of 112 receptions for 1,175 yards along with
eight touchdowns.
The team’s offense was stacked
with other players, like Lawrence
Maroney, the veteran running
back, who boasted an 835 rushing
yard and six touchdown season.
Running back Sammy Morris add-

ed another 385 rushing yards and
three touchdowns. The offensive
line boasted three players selected
for the Pro Bowl. Guard Logan
Mankins, center Dan Koppen and
tackle Matt Light all contributed to
the Patriots offensive success.
New England’s success also depended highly on the team’s defense. The defensive line was lead
by nose tackle. The team’s linebackers, including Mike Vrabel, with a
team leading and career high 12.5
sacks, along with Adalius Thomas,
Junior Seau and Tedy Bruschi,
together and a combined 16 Pro
Bowl selections.
Unlike the Patriots, the New York
Giants had no notable strengths
during the 2007-2008 season. Eli
Manning had a less than 54 percent completion rate for his passes
during his first three seasons as a
starter. Overall, he had not lived up
to the expectations of a first-round
draft pick. The Giants had lost the
NFC wildcard round the past two
seasons and had not won a playoff
game since 2000. The odds were
stacked against the Giants all season long. Famed running back Tiki
Barber had retired after the 2006
season. The team roster suffered
many injuries including Pro Bowl
tight end Jeremy Shockey, running
back Derrick Ward and defensive
end Mathias Kiwanuka.
Despite these setbacks, as well
as two consecutive losses to start
the season, the Giants managed to
finish the season with a winning
10-6 record and clinched the wild-

card position in the playoffs.
The last game of the regular season gave fans a taste of the Super
Bowl to come, with the Giants losing by just three points. Though the
Giants had already secured a spot
in the playoffs, head coach Tom
Coughlin decided to play his starters the entire game. Although they
lost, New York had made a statement to the undefeated Patriots.
They were a threat.
What followed were three
straight playoff victories by the Giants over Tampa, Dallas and Green
Bay. Manning managed to remain
interception free throughout the
three games. On Feb. 3, 2008, New
England and New York met once
again for Super Bowl XLII.
The undefeated Patriots were
obviously favored, but the Giant
were fresh off their three unexpected playoff wins. After winning the
coin toss, the Giants set a record
for the longest drive in Super Bowl
history, with a total of 16 snaps and
a 77-yard drive that took nine minutes and 59 seconds. The four thirddown conversions were the most
for an opening drive in a Super
Bowl. The Patriots offense stopped
the relentless Giants at their own
14-yard line, and New York settled
for a field goal that gave them a
3-0 lead.
After a 43-yard kick return, several snaps and a pass-interference
call against the Giants, the Patriots were given a first-and-goal opportunity at the one yard line. The
Patriots capitalized on this to being the second half, and Patriots
running back Lawrence Maroney
scored to give New England a 7-3
lead. This was the first time in 10
years in which both teams scored
with their first possessions.
The Giants first drive of the second quarter was marked by one
of the most memorable catches of
the game, when a third-and-seven

snap was passed to Amani Toomer,
who caught the ball on the left-side
line while dragging his feet to stay
inbound for a 38-yard reception.
Unfortunately, the play was followed by a pass that bounced out of
Giants receiver Steve Smith’s hands
into the arms of New England cornerback Ellis Hobbs for an interception. The Patriots were unable
to score on this possession, and the
game remained low scoring.
Neither team scored until the
fourth quarter, when the Giants’
first possession of the quarter started with a 45-yard pass to tight end
Kevin Boss, and lead to a touchdown pass to David Tyree that put
New York up 10-7 with 11 minutes
and five seconds left in the game.
After consecutive uneventful
possessions by both the Patriots
and the Giants, New England began a drive at their own 20-yard
line with only seven minutes and
54 seconds left in the game. After
an 8-play march down the field,
Brady found Moss wide open in the
end-zone for a touchdown, which
put the favored team up 14-10 with
two minutes and 42 seconds left in
the game.
The following New York drive
contained the most well known
play from Super Bowl XLII. On
their own 44-yard line, the Giants
appeared to be in trouble when almost immediately after the snap,
Manning found himself surrounded by the Patriots offensive line.
Manning was able to break
free from the grips of both Jarvis
Green and Richard Seymour, both
of whom had a hold of Manning’s
jersey. After setting his feet, Manning released a frantic throw down
the middle of the field towards
Tyree, who went up for a jump ball
with Patriots defenseman Rodney
Harrison. Tyree made a leaping
one-handed catch, and miraculously maintained control of the

ball by pinning it against the very
top of his helmet as he came down.
The 32-yard pass is considered by
many to be the defining moment
of the game, and kept the Giants
drive alive. When commenting on
this play in a post-game interview,
Tyree said “Some things just don’t
make sense. I guess you could put
that catch up there with those.”
Four plays later, Manning connected with Plaxico Burress, who
was covered only by Ellis Hobbs,
when Burress broke his cover with
a fake slant rout and caught the
ball in the end-zone. This reception
completed an 85-yard drive and
put New York in the lead 17-14 with
only 35 seconds left.
It was up to the Giants’ defense,
which had completed a seemingly
monumental feat by only allowing
14 points so far from New England’s
record setting offense. The Patriots had three timeouts remaining
when it started the drive on its own
26-yard line. The Giants defense
completely shut down New England’s game, allowing a single yard,
with a first-down forced, incompletion, a second-down sack by rookie
Jay Alford, followed by two failed
deep passes to Moss. This win by
the Giants set a record for consecutive away-victories at 11.
“We were trying not to make this
another feel-good story or another
Patriots dynasty story,” said defensive end Michael Strahan after the
game. “We were trying to start our
own dynasty. A New York Giants
dynasty.” Indeed, a dynasty of sorts
was created by this unmatched
upset. The Giants went on to once
again face the New England Patriots in Super Bowl XLVI and won.
The general spirit of the Giants
players in post-game interviews
was one marked by confidence.
Linebacker Antonio Pierce told one
reporter, “We shocked the world,
but not ourselves.”

MAY 4, 2015

THE TICKER ARTS & STYLE I PAGE 17

Arts & Style
TV summer premieres bring back old and new fan favorites
BY JONATHAN ALBUJAR
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The summer television season
is fast approaching, with premieres
galore starting in June. Among the
offerings are new seasons of established TV shows, along with spinoffs and a revival of an old favorite.
Here’s a look at some key premieres
to look out for:
Netflix’s original Orange is the
New Black is back for a highly anticipated third season. The third
season, which premiers June 12,
follows the inmates of Litchfield
Women’s Corrections Facility as
they traverse daily life behind bars.
OITNB also provides viewers with
flashbacks to a different inmate’s
life before prison in each episode,
giving a more thorough backstory
on how these inmates became the
people they are.
OITNB is one of Netflix’s biggest
success stories. The dramedy has
been nominated for 12 Primetime
Emmy Awards, winning in three
categories, most notably for Outstanding Guest Actress in a Comedy Series by Uzo Aduba. Critics
and fans also hail the show for its
diverse cast.
Just in case reality TV is your
preferred style of TV, CBS summer
staple Big Brother is a must-watch.
Big Brother is entering its 17th
season this year with a two-night
premiere scheduled for June 24
and June 25. The series itself airs
three nights a week on Sundays,
Wednesdays and the weekly live
elimination show on Thursdays.
Big Brother is a competition series
where 16 guests are locked in a

house for the summer. Each week,
the houseguests compete for luxuries and power.
One houseguest has the power
to target two others for eviction
each week, with another competition played later in the week for
safety. At the end of the week, the
non-nominated houseguests vote
against whom they want removed
from the game with the majority
vote prevailing.
The last nine eliminated houseguests comprise the jury that decides the winner between the two
finalists by a majority vote. The
series is also notable for offering
viewers a live 24/7 Internet feed of
the house for a fee, allowing fans
to get an uncensored look at the
house throughout the season.
The program has a high social
media presence with an increase
in younger viewers last year, partly
due to Frankie Grande’s inclusion
in the cast. CBS is so confident in
the summer series that it has also
green-lighted an 18th season set to
air in June 2016.
Fans of AMC’s The Walking
Dead will be treated to a spin off
this summer, titled Fear The Walking Dead. Although Fear does not
have a set premiere date yet, not the
six-episode season will definitely
premiere in the summer, according
to show runners. Fear The Walking
Dead is meant to act as a companion series to its predecessor.
In contrast with traditional
spinoffs, which either serve as
prequels or sequels of the parent
series, Fear will tell the story of a
separate group of survivors during
the zombie apocalypse, in a differ-

ent setting. The time period is also
meant to be around the same starting point as the first season.
The series currently has five announced lead roles. New Zealand
actor Cliff Curtis will portray Sean
Cabrera, a divorced teacher. Kim
Dickens will play Nancy Tomkins,
a guidance counselor who has two
children
Nick and Ashley. The two children will be played by Frank Dillane and Alysia Debnam-Carey.
Orange is the New Black actress
Elizabeth Rodriguez has also been

cast in a lead role, which has been
kept under wraps.
If battling robots are more your
style, or you were a fan of BattleBots when you were younger, you
will be happy to know that ABC has
revived the cult hit reality show for
this summer.
BattleBots was created by Greg
Munson and Trey Roski, and originally aired on the Comedy Central
network for five seasons from August 2000–August 2002. The revived
series will air for six episodes beginning June 21.

BattleBots is a reality competition series, where competitors
operate remote controlled robots
whose mission is to destroy the opposing robot in an arena. The combats are in an elimination tournament format, where one winner
emerges from each weight class.
There are four weight classes
in BattleBots, which are the Lightweight, (60 lbs weight limit) Middleweight, (120 lbs weight limit)
Heavyweight (220 lbs weight limit)
and the Superheavyweight division
(340 lbs weight limit).

WWW.TECHTIMES.COM

BattleBots entertains a diﬀerent type of fan, with its sci-ﬁ-based where contestants build robots competitively.

Letterman says farewell to late night after more than two decades
BY BRIAN MCMAHON
STAFF WRITER

On May 20, David Letterman
will host his final episode of The
Late Show after a legendary 31-year
run.
“It’s been great, you’ve been
great, the network has been great,
but I’m retiring,” announced Letterman on an episode last year. Letterman, 68, said he is calling it quits
is to spend more time with family.
On air, Letterman often mentions
his 11-year-old son Harry, once
referring to him as “the only thing
that I’ve ever had in my life that is
perfect.” Letterman rarely shows
that type of sentimentality, preferring self-deprecation to revealing
his gentler side.
Nobody made hosting late
night TV look easier than Letterman. As he sat relaxed behind his
desk with his legs crossed and head
tilted slightly, Letterman coasted
through monologues and Interviews without ever showing a hint
of unease. Seeing what most late
night shows have become today—
little more than internet-type humor with the hosts partaking in
choreographed dance routines and
playing games—viewers may never
see Letterman’s Johnny Carsonlike style again.
Letterman did not sing and he
did not dance; he hosted. Unlike
Jimmy Fallon and Seth Meyers, Letterman’s intention was not to become friends with every person he
interviewed. He stood toe-to-toe
with the likes of Bill O’Reilly and
Donald Trump, never holding back
an opinion. “In my mind, I think of
you as a goon,” said Letterman to
O’Reilly in 2008. And when Paris
Hilton came on the show in 2001
after a stint behind bars, Letterman
boldly asked her, “How’d you like
being in jail?”
The one-time weatherman got

his start as a comedy show host
in 1980, starring in The David Letterman Show on NBC, a morning
show that was canceled after less
than a year despite winning two
Emmys. From there Letterman began his late night career, hosting
Late Night with David Letterman
for 10 years before moving to CBS
in 1992 to host The Late Show.
The Late Show featured sketch
comedy that often took an acquired
taste to see the humor in. One
popular sketch was “Will it Float?,”
where a household object would be
dropped into a container of water to
test its buoyancy. “Great Moments
in Presidential Speeches,” which
were excerpts from speeches that
made President George W. Bush
look foolish, also became a fan-favorite. Whether it was the time he
asked a smug James Franco what
his IQ was or when he checked an
invisible watch as Bill Maher misfired with political jokes, Letterman had an uncanny ability to take
any overconfident celebrity down a
few notches.
Letterman is a comedian’s comedian, and he received his fair
share of backlash for controversial jokes. But he always took it in
stride, even laughing off a death
threat he received from al-Qaida
in 2011, which he speculated was
the work of his longtime adversary
Jay Leno.
Letterman was also the subject
of a blackmail scandal in 2009,
when he was threatened with the
publication of his dalliances with
Late Show employees. Letterman
owned up to his promiscuity, and
his blackmailer, Joe Halderman,
was sent to prison. Al Qaeda and
Halderman alike had failed to realize what so many of us have: Letterman is untouchable.
Letterman interviewed President Barack Obama in September
of 2009, marking only the second

time a sitting president appeared
on a late night talk show. Other
prominent guests included Bill
Clinton, Tony Blair, George W.
Bush, Madonna and Oprah Winfrey. In addition to being perhaps
America’s most successful comedian, Letterman is a prosperous
businessman. As the owner and
founder of Worldwide Pants Inc.,
a company that has produced TV
shows for five different networks,
Letterman has an estimated net
worth of $400 million.
Stephen Colbert, a comedian
who came to prominence as the

host of The Colbert Report on Comedy Central from 2005 to 2014 will
replace the Indiana-bred comic.
Fans of Colbert will have to adjust
to a new style from the political satirist, as he will not portray an irate
Republican on the The Late Show
as he did on The Colbert Report.
Colbert, who signed a five-year
contract with CBS, expressed his
feelings on replacing Letterman in
an interview with Rolling Stone last
year, “I never dreamed that I would
follow in his footsteps, though
everyone in late night follows
Dave’s lead.”

Also saying farewell on May 20
will be Paul Shaffer, Letterman’s
sidekick and musical director since
1982. For decades, late night show
hosts will be judged by the standard
that Letterman set. And as viewers
try to get used to Fallon giggling
over every question and Jimmy
Kimmel’s stiff demeanor, they will
appreciate what they had in Letterman even more. Letterman will live
on in YouTube videos, but viewers
should all make a point to watch
him at least once in his remaining
few weeks on TV Letterman was as
good as it gets.

WWW.EONLINE.COM

Letterman is seen as the force to be reckoned with on late night TV with a career spanning back as far as 1980.
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Blue provides an alternative to hip-hop with King No Crown
BY DENISE GARCIA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The boom bap style of rap is
back and this time around, KRSOne did not bring it. With his latest
album release, indie rapper Blueprint has managed to reintroduce
the demode to pop culture. With
a twist of 19th century classical
music and sitar-like tunes, Blueprint released King No Crown on
April 28.
On his first track, “Landing,”
Blueprint provides a platform to
the album on an airplane runway.
He then seamlessly transitions
from the fortissimo plane landing to a popularization of 19th
century classical music with “The
Talented Tenth.”
This song sets the mood for an
album that caters to individual
and sociopolitical consciousness,
the art of making better decisions,
and denounces the issues faced by
mainstream hip-hop artists.
Blueprint continuously announces his growth throughout the
album with assertions like, “cause
I evolved/ while so many other
artists stayed the same.” As the
song title suggests, Blueprint does
not want to follow the crowd. He
wants to inspire the masses rather
than criticize.
After being encouraged to invest in their crafts and to “put
your money where your mouth
is,” fans listen to “Nothing Like
This,” originally written by the late
J. Dilla. Fans of Dilla can enjoy the
smooth track, which sets a mood
of mourning and celebrates the
great rapper.
Progressively,
the
album
switches into social consciousness
with “They Like Power.” This track
makes a political statement with a
quote from agriculture expert Joel
Salatin who criticizes the irresponsible regulations in agriculture.

Blueprint understands that
he has chosen the long route
into the hip-hop industry by
being an independent artist
and staying true to his beliefs.
Anyone can listen to King
No Crown and relate. In the
titular song, he begins, “I
wrote this in a coﬀee shop
watching all the traﬃc,”
which is not an unfamiliar
experience. This is not a party
album; it is one to listen to
when reﬂecting
on life.

WWW.PRINTMATIC.BANDCAMP.COM

Blueprint closes the gap between artist and fans with the direct distribution to fans through the use of social media.
Salatin juxtaposes the lack of
respect for animals as a reflection of how such culture probably
views “individuals within its community and other cultures within
the community of nations with the
same type of distain [sic] and disrespect and controlling-type mentality.” Blueprint promptly responds,
“They like power.”
Blueprint expresses opinions
on an array of topics, and although
he touches upon many themes,
the album is not flooded with
words. Easily, this album can be
played in the early morning as an
inspirational booster.
King No Crown is designed to
play flowingly with one track overlapping on to the next. The hourlong album passes as if it were one

continuous song. Arguably, the
only element that signifies that one
song has ended is the tempo of the
beat and the occasional quotations.
Blueprint has a conversational
tone, one of continuous positivity
and recollection of his personal life,
in many of the 15 songs.
In the song “Persevere,” he
speaks about being on tour, having an organic relationship with
his fans and working extremely
hard on the pursuance of his craft.
Blueprint understands that he
has chosen the long route into the
hip-hop industry by being an independent artist and staying true to
his beliefs.
Anyone can listen to King No
Crown and relate. In the titular
song, he begins, “I wrote this in a

coffee shop watching all the traffic,”
which is not an unfamiliar experience. This is not a party album; it
is one to listen to when reflecting
on life.
The album comes to an end
with Blueprint’s only collaboration track, “Maybe My Generation,” featuring Illogic. Illogic
displays an optimistic view and
high hopes for social change in
this generation.
On the last track, “Great Eyedeas
Never Die,” Blueprint pours out his
emotional distress on the loss of his
longtime friend Eyedea. He sings
about the difficulty he had mourning Eyedea as well as the realization
he had on the need to speak about
his feelings.
This tribute is a way of demon-

strating his love and gratitude for
the relationship. Filled with emotion, the music is able to transmit
to the listener the strength of the
relationship that the musicians
once shared.
Blueprint also released a heartfelt video of “Great Eyedeas Never
Die,” where he shows pictures of
Eyedea’s childhood and performances, along with other memories. Blueprint has marketed King
No Crown independently, selling
the album through iTunes, Bandcamp and direct email transactions
with fans.
King No Crown was written,
mixed and produced by Blueprint
with a few exceptions, like J. Dilla’s
“Nothing Like This,” the guitars and
some of the vocals.

Rock ’n’ roll’s legendary duo opens up for look inside the industry
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

When it comes to rock ’n’ roll
groups, one aspect that is generally overlooked among the general
crowd is the managerial element.
Aside from Brian Epstein who was
the manager of The Beatles, and
Peter Grant, manager of Led Zeppelin, music managers are usually
put off to the side as a mere part of
the music machine.
Recently, a new documentary
was released to shed light upon the
story of how two London filmmakers, Chris “Kit” Lambert and Chris
Stamp, managed and produced
one of the biggest bands of all time:
The Who.
Thrust in the middle of a vitriolic and amphetamine-fueled
1960s London, Lambert and Stamp
quickly came up with the idea to
film a documentary on the rapidly expanding London rock ‘n’
roll scene—specifically, to follow
a fledgling rock band that soon
climbs the ladder of success to become international superstars.
They quickly found their act in
the form of an up and coming and
R&B cover band then known as the
High Numbers in 1964.
Within a few months, Lambert and Stamp were hired as
their managers, despite neitherhaving any managing experience
or any experience at all in the
music business.
After changing the band’s name
to The Who, the duo convinced
the band to change their work and
live performance ethic. Several hit
singles and legendary live performances resulted in The Who becoming a smash hit on both sides
of the Atlantic.
Outside The Who, Lambert and
Stamp expanded further into the
music business by forming their
own vanity record label, Track Re-

cords. Aside from their main act
and several of their early solo efforts, Track also hosted legendary
musicians like Jimi Hendrix and Arthur Brown in its 10-year existence.
Aside from a brief appearance by
Brown, none of Track’s surviving
artists provided new testimonies
for the movie.
Unfortunately, the riches and
spoils that came from managing
and producing successful music
acts and record labels also resulted
in both of them living out the same
excessive and eccentric lifestyles
as their clientele. This would ultimately cause a rift between The
Who and Lambert and Stamp.
The documentary, aptly titled
Lambert & Stamp, paints a vivid
picture of how the counterculture
at the time spurred the ambitions
of the two filmmakers.

Director James D. Cooper
brings the narrative together
by using footage from a
lengthy new interview
session with Stamp as a
narration track of sorts.
Though Lambert doesn’t have
any new interview footage
due to his passing in 1981,
the movie also
features a few brief but
insightful archival interviews
that contributes to the overall
story.

Director James D. Cooper
brings the narrative together by
using footage from a lengthy new
interview session with Stamp as
a narration track of sorts. Though
Lambert does not have any new
interview footage due to his passing in 1981, the movie also features
a few brief but insightful archival
interviews that contribute to the
overall story.
Although The Who were the
msjor source of income for Lambert and Stamp in the 1970s, the
band’s music is surprisingly given
less significance in the documentary. While both surviving
members Pete Townshend and
Roger Daltrey recorded new interviews and several key band
moments are hit upon, the fascinating stories of how their classic
albums and singles came to be are

mostly overlooked.
The closest that the documentary gets to featuring such a scene
is when Stamp was recollecting the
worldwide impact of the band’s
legendary Tommy rock opera. He
discussed how a failed first attempt
by him and Lambert to get a film
adaptation off the ground sowed
the seeds for a nasty split between
the managers and the band.
Two albums that were also overlooked were Who’s Next (1971) and
Quadrophenia (1973), which are
considered two of the band’s strongest works to come out under Lambert and Stamp’s leadership.
One disappointing exclusion
was Lambert and Stamp’s postWho lives. Narrative-wise, their
story spans from 1964 to 1974,
roughly the same time that they comanaged The Who.

But when that is over and done
with, there was no real, in-depth
explanation of what the two did between then and the film’s epilogue
of Stamp reuniting with the surviving members of The Who tribute
event.
Even Lambert’s death is
brushed over entirely, not even given as much as a mention by any of
the key figures.
While it may not be a satisfying
documentary for those wanting to
know more about the early history
of The Who, Lambert & Stamp as a
whole provides a surprisingly deep
look at how the business of managing a music act works and the
effects it has on both the managers and their clients. It is essential
viewing for those looking to get into
the more business-heavy aspects of
music.
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The Who recently released concert ﬁlm from 1982 performance at Shea Stadium as part as its 50th anniversary celebration.
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Science & Technology
Acetaminophen found to be an inhibitor of pleasure and pain
BY SIVANNA SHUSTERMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Everyone has taken Tylenol or
another form of painkillers to alleviate stomach pains, cramps,
headaches and colds. These overthe-counter medicines are part of
people’s lives. Yet, what people so
often take to alleviate their pains
may actually be causing them some
new problems.
Studies show that painkillers
can act as pleasure inhibitors. For
example, acetaminophen, which
is one of the main ingredients in
Tylenol, can also have the side effect of alleviating psychological
pain and stress. It can, therefore,
act as both psychological and
physical medication, becoming a
relief for rejection and feelings of
existential pain.
Acetaminophen is found in over
600 over-the-counter and prescription medicines, making it the most
commonly found drug component
in U.S. medications, according to
the Consumer Healthcare Products
Association. In fact, 23 percent, or
52 million, Americans ingest acetaminophen every week for various
reasons and ailments.
A few students at the Ohio State
University took part in a study
where they either were given a
1,000-mg dose of acetaminophen
or an identical placebo. They waited about an hour after taking the
medicine to begin the study, given
that it takes about 60 minutes for
acetaminophen to begin working.
The subjects then had to rate a series of photos as pleasing, horrid or
neutral. They were told to rate the
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Acetaminophen, one of the main ingredients of Tylenol, can have the side eﬀect of alleviating psychological pain and stress.
negativity or positivity of the pictures on a scale of negative five to
positive five. They were then asked
to rate their emotions on a scale of
zero to 10.
Those who took the acetaminophen rated the pleasant and unpleasant photos in a more neutral
manner. This meant that people
rated the photographs that were
disturbing as not being too negative, and photographs that were
positive as not being too positive.
On the other hand, those who
took the placebo rated the photos more emotionally. When it
came to neutral pictures, both experimental groups rated them on
similar scales.

In terms of the emotional scale,
those who took the acetaminophen
rated their emotions at about 5.85.
Those who took the placebo rated
their emotions at about 6.76.
The reasons for this effect are
not entirely know at this time. Researchers believe that there could
be several differing reasons, one
of which includes acetaminophen
actually being responsible for lessening activation of certain areas of
the brain that are associated with
our emotions. When the brain is inhibited and is not stimulated in the
correct area, the human emotion
could be directly affected.
Interestingly enough, acetaminophen has been in use for 70 years

and a similar type of response has
never been recorded. It is certainly
alarming that the ordinary painkiller can have a serious effect on a
persons’ ability to feel joy, pleasure
or any other positive emotion. According to Baldwin Way, a graduate student at Ohio State University who conducted the experiment
along with Andrew Lutterell, people who ingested the painkiller did
not notice any difference in their
behavioral patterns.
Researchers have also found
that acetaminophen can affect
overall judgment and the ability
to make decisions. Therefore, the
scope of the effects of this key ingredient may have even more side

affects then previously believed.
The experiment that took place
at Ohio State University was not the
only study done on this discovery.
Researchers conducted a different
study where they obtained 85 people who would undergo the same
circumstances, view the same photographs and use the same measurement scale as the first study.
The nuance was that those who
were participating in the study
would also be required to report
the amount of blue they observed
in the photographs.
The results of the second experiment were the same as the first. In
both cases, those who took a high
dose of acetaminophen rated both
positive and negative photographs
on a more neutral scale than the
placebo group. Yet, in terms of observing the amount of blue color
in the photos, both experimental
groups made similar observations.
These results lead to the conclusion that acetaminophen only
blunts emotion but not the overall
judgment as the first study might
have suggested.
Whether or not other painkillers, such as ibuprofen, have similar
effect on people’s emotional capacities is still unknown.
It turns out that the painkillers
that Americans depend on to alleviate their pain symptoms may
actually have a drastic effect on
their emotional capacities. The
extent of these effects is yet to be
seen, considering that only two
studies have been conducted on
this topic. Further research will reveal more on the full extent of the
drug’s scope.

Space experts save the Earth from an abstract asteroid annihilation
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From April 13 to 17, space experts met in Italy and worked together to save the Earth from an asteroid named 2015 PDC.
BY AANCHAL SOMANI
STAFF WRITER

Last week, space experts worked
hard to save the Earth from an asteroid annihilation. A year from
now, there is a 43 percent chance
that an asteroid named 2015 PDC
will collide with the Earth, presenting a serious risk to the Western Pacific, Philippines, Southeast Asia,
India, Iran and Turkey region. Impact on Sep. 3, 2022, is now certain.
From April 13 to 17, 2015, the
above scenario was presented to
experts from all over the world at
the fourth Planetary Defense Conference held in Italy.
The conference has been taking
place every other year since 2009.
During the conference, the committees are presented with a hypothetical asteroid impact scenario.
The span of time is accelerated
over the course of five days to cover

the three essential steps in asteroid
impact prevention: tracking and
monitoring asteroids continually,
calculating the possibility of a collision with Earth and deciding the
measures that need to be taken.
Aside from the asteroid impacts analysis and composition,
the committees have to take into
considerations the necessary measures regarding geopolitical and
media relations issues. Potential
asteroid side effects that are addressed also include minimizing the boost in membership of
doomsday cults.
The 2013 conference in Arizona
failed to save a French Riviera city
from the hypothetical asteroid impact. This year, however, their tactics proved successful.
The hypothetical 2015 PDC is
approximately 1,200 feet in diameter, can create a crater up to four
miles wide and 1,600 feet deep,

generate energy of 2,250 tons of
TNT energy, destroy everything
within 20 miles of a 27,000 square
miles affected area and trigger a
6.8 magnitude earthquake and a 20
foot high tsunami.
Either bombing an asteroid
or deflecting it could be used as
means of averting the danger of
this asteroid annihilation. However, a space rock the size of 2015
PDC would still cause significant
damage if bombed due to smaller
fragments pelting down on Earth.
Deflection of the asteroid would be
a more feasible option.
The purpose of deflection is to
slow down or speed up the asteroid
by hitting it with a spacecraft, causing it to change course. Precision
is not guaranteed because it is dependent on the uncertain size and
mass of the space rock.
The Planetary Defense Committee sends six Kinetic Impactor

spaceships in August 2019, of which
only four make a difference. Fortunately, a large chunk of the asteroid
is deflected as a result, while only
a small fragment remains on collision course. This remaining fragment breaks up and burns upon
entry into the Earth’s atmosphere
and the danger is averted.
The significance of this conference lies in the realistic possibility
of similar situations occurring. On
Feb. 15, 2013, Russian city Chelyabinsk was hit by a near-Earth object 60 feet in diameter at 40,000
miles per hour. More than 1,000
people were injured as a result of
the 500 kilotons TNT energy impact
that caused major structural damage to the city.
An asteroid more than a kilometer wide could cause serious damage to the Earth. Even though there
is currently no sign of such an asteroid in Earth’s trajectory, the tracking and monitoring of asteroids is
lacking according to a NASA report
published in September 2014.
A joint venture between NASA
and the European Space Agency,
called the Asteroid Impact and
Deflection Assessment, will be executed in 2020 to test the theory of
deflection. Other space agencies
and experts, including the German
Aerospace Center, French Observatoire de la Cote d’Azur and Johns
Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory, will be involved in
the process, execution, and obser-

vation of the experiment.
The main components of the
mission are two independently
launched spacecrafts, a space observatory and a Kinetic Impactor.
Targets are the twin asteroids
Didymos and Didymoon that are
in a binary orbit, which means
that they orbit a common center of
mass. These twin asteroids are set
to come within 7 million miles from
Earth in 2022, a relatively short distance in space.
In this Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART), the first spacecraft will be sent to measure the
trajectory of the half-a-mile wide
Didymos. Second spacecraft will be
sent to crash into the 600-foot wide
Didymoon. Because of the binary
orbit, Didymos will also change
trajectory, and that of Didymoon is
hopefully altered.
This conference, along with the
ensuing joint venture experiment,
are essential steps taken by the scientific world. The former has continually helped experts to live the
scenario of a realistic possibility
while preparing for a situation that
is soon to come, rendering them
more prepared than they would
have been without the conference.
The latter will help answer questions addressing “orbital and impact modeling” and “theories of asteroid composition and materials,”
including whether deflection is a
viable option in the case of potential asteroid impact.

An asteroid more than a kilometer wide could cause serious
damage to the Earth. Even though there is currently no sign of
such an asteroid in Earth’s trajectory, the tracking and monitoring
of asteroids is lacking according to a NASA report.
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THE FUTURE
OF GAMING
Electronic Entertainment Expo 2015 is less than two months away and the gaming
community is awaiting the news of future technologies. Whether it is the rise of
esports, indie games or virtual reality, the community has a lot to look out for.

FUTURE

OF

PC GAMING

P

C gamers, sometimes playfully referred to as “the master race,” had
quite a week with Valve’s announcement of the creation of paid game
modifications, though it was soon followed by a statement that the paid
mods were removed from Steam. But the situation created an interesting
question: what does the future hold for PC gamers?
Unsurprisingly, game modifications are still popular. YouTube channels
including MMOxReview or Machinima were able to gain a good amount of
their subscriptions from weekly videos that concentrated solely on Skyrim
mods, or gameplay modifications. With increasing interest in programming,
it is likely that the number of available modifications will only increase.
E-sports are on the rise and YouTubers like PewDiePie were able to gain
international fame from simple walkthrough videos of popular games, a
phenomenon that did not exist just a few years ago.
One of the issues common across all platforms is preordering. Once
popular due to the bonus content, gamers are beginning to lose their trust to
some of the major companies, especially if when taking into considerations
the quality or lack thereof with titles released over the past few years,
including F.3.A.R, Watch Dogs and most recently Assassin’s Creed Unity.
In the case of Assassin’s Creed Unity, players had to face holes that would
make the character fall out of the map, graphics that resembled an early

2000 game, textures that would not load, a multiplayer option that was
faulty at the least and numerous other glitches that would often force the
player to restart the game.
As a result, gamers are faced with the question
of how much one can trust the AAA companies
they have come to admire. Preorder are likely
to lose popularity, and a possible side effect
of aforementioned errors could easily be
the rise of indie games such as No Man’s
Sky. Indie games create alternatives
to all of the over-priced mainstream
games that many gamers seem to be
tired of due to the companies’ lack of
connection with their fanbases.
The fact that indie content creators
do not have as much pressure to
meet sales expectations allows them
to make more risky decisions, which
annually produces a few gems in the pool
of commercial failures.
WWW. RAKETBOY.COM

THE

RISE OF ESPORTS

T

his October, Europe will host the LCS Worlds 2015. What might be a
nonsensical combination of acronyms and a year to some is to many the
most important gaming and electronic-sports related event of the year. The
League Championship Series is a month-long event in which teams from
around the world compete in Riot Games’ wildly successful online video
game, League of Legends (LoL).
However, wildly successful is putting it mildly; Riot Games has achieved
near-unattainable notoriety, creating the most popular video game and
eSport in the world. The company has over 67 million players a month, with
27 million of those players clocking in daily.
The 2013 LCS garnered incredulous numbers. The MLB World Series and
the NBA Finals saw a combined 31.3 million viewers; eSports’ biggest event
of 2013 achieved 32 million views, according to Riot Games. In the 2014 LCS,
40,000 people flooded Sangam Stadium in Seoul, South Korea, to watch the
final game of the series, the winning team earning a hefty $1 million prize
from a $2 million prize pool, with 288 million unique online views across the
entirety of the series.
The rise of eSports and online gaming is an unprecedented phenomenon.
From small, local tournaments to multimillion-dollar events with professional
players endorsed by companies such as Coca-Cola, Ford and American

Express, competitive gaming has come a long way. Gaming is no longer
simply a hobby; it has become a professionand a rising influence on the
world economy.
Last July, ESPN broadcasted both Valve’s Dota
2 International Tournament and the 2014 LCS,
with the latter commanding a half-hour
ESPN2 special preview. The company
was quick to realize the possible profits
in the growing eSports trade and
petitioned for athlete recognition for
its ultra competitive LCS players and
won, allowing sport visas for visiting
gamers.
Esports and online streaming are
now ubiquitous in the gaming world.
Free multiplayer online battle arena
games such as LoL have changed
the landscape of the video game
industry and seem to be the true future
of gaming.
WWW.FLICKR.COM

THE INDIE TAKEOVER

T

he recent rise of the indie game market stands contrary to the idea that
bigger is always better. While large developers try to push the latest
hardware to the limits of what can be achieved with bigger maps, more
NPCs and better-looking graphics, indie and smaller game developers tend
to go with the opposite route, preferring a more simplified approach.
Games such as Hotline Miami and Goat Simulator have been released
to almost universal praise and commercial success, coming from previously
unheard of developers like Dennaton Games and Coffee Stain Studios,
respectively. Meanwhile, games like Assassins Creed Unity and Grand Theft
Auto V were released with many glaring problems and missing features that
were not patched for months after release.
Even though Hotline Miami and Goat Simulator elected to stay relatively
simplistic with their designs, which potentially contributed to their success,
other indie game developers are trying their hand at making their own
large-scale games. Games like No Man’s Sky and Star Citizen promise to let
players explore massive game worlds. If trailers and early access views are an
accurate representation of future quality, then it is likely that said games will
at least match the scope and graphical power of AAA titles, if nothing else.
By far, the most anticipated indie game of 2015 is No Man’s Sky, set to
be released for PCs and PlayStation 4 in the fall. The game is set in space

and its main goal is infinite exploration, thanks to what IGN refers to as a
“procedurally generated universe.” To make the game more interesting, the
creators ensured that ships and suits are fragile, meaning
that players need to carefully plan every trip they
take. It is also possible for the players to face
resistance on the planet they choose to visit.
Valuable resources found on planets can
be traded for new ships and equipment,
thus allowing for further travels.
No Man’s Sky has accomplished
what no other indie game could only
hope to achieve, blurring the line
between the indie and the popular;
no indie game in the past few years
was able to achieve as much media
coverage as No Man’s Sky did. With
the recent failures of AAA titles, it is very
likely that indie studios, such as Hello
Games, will gain a lot of following with
promise of better quality and innovation.
WWW.FLICKR.COM
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VIRTUAL REALITY

P

eripherals have not always had the best track record with game consoles.
Microsoft’s Kinect and PlayStation Move as an example. Both featured
extensive marketing campaigns, promoting the idea that
gamers could interact with the games through motion
detection, and, as it was in the case of Kinect,
voice command. Yet, both received lukewarm
reception during their marketing campaigns,
and lackluster reviews afterwards.
So the question arises: what does
the future hold for peripherals? With
the current generation of gaming
consoles, there will come a new epoch
of integrated gaming accessories.
The PlayStation 4 brings Project
Morpheus, while Oculus has developed
a line of products developed for different
targeted audiences. Both headsets aim
to enthrall the player within the world of
videogames; when the player turns his or
her head, the perspective in game changes will

change as well.
Techies, gamers and other aficionados have been able to spend some
face time with these gadgets throughout the course of development.
Techradar got their hands on a new iteration of the Morpheus in March, and
were captivated by the device’s improvements over the previous months.
As stated in their review, the graphics are sharp, the headset well-fitting and
sound features help users identify distances within the virtual reality realm.
Morpheus users can also use PlayStation Move controllers to further interact
in-game, furthering the sense of reality.
A unique, but not unprecedented feature of these virtual reality
headsets, is that they have implications far beyond gaming. The
headsets have already been tested for offering a new way to experience
movies and shows. As reported by Wired, animators from top-tier
production studios like Pixar have been working with Sony and Oculus
to develop new methods for user-interaction. Some speculate military
applications, with the devices being used to train future generations
of soldier.
In the meantime, Microsoft is making its own moves with the HoloLens.
As opposed to gaming uses, HoloLens is designed to turn whatever
environment the user is in into a “holographic wonderland.”

WWW.FLICKR.COM

ALTERNATIVE CONSOLES

E

ver since the release of Xbox in 2001, PlayStation, Xbox and Wii have
dominated console gaming. To this day, very few would even attempt
to compete with the three, and the most notable attempt
to offer an alternative resulted in the Ouya, a console
that can be considered a failure both in terms of
profitability for game designers and consumer
appeal, despite massive crowdfunding
success. As IGN stated in a review of the
Ouya, “In its attempt to merge the realms
of mobile games and traditional consoles,
the Ouya fails to do anything as well as
its smartphone or console competitors”.
Ouya is the cheapest console at just
under $100, and it used to have a policy
where every game had to have a free
component, whether a demo or having
the whole game free.
The most recent attempt to break into
the home console market is the Steam
Machine, which resembles a miniature gaming

PC that requires a controller to play. While the Steam Machines are set
to release later this year, the future for the console may be grim. With 15
different versions and a tentative price range between $450 to $1,000, with
even more expensive versions reaching up to $5,000, the Steam Machine
cannot compete with the cheaper consoles.
Both Ouya and the Steam Machine have their merits, but they both
fail to understand what allowed the original Xbox to break into the home
console market back when Sony and Nintendo dominated it. The Ouya,
while extremely cheap and easy to set up and maintain, does not have the
same library of notable games to back it up as the original Xbox had. The
Steam Machines, which would presumably feature games that are already
on Steam or of the same quality as those that exist on other consoles, might
not have the same problem as the Ouya does when it comes to games, but
it does run into the problem of being extremely expensive compared to the
other consoles, with the cheapest version almost $150 more than Xbox One.
For a new console to break into the current market, it has to have a
competitive price, be easy to use, and have the support of the major game
developers. Part of the reason why Microsoft, Nintendo and Sony have such
a tight grip on the home console market is that, when compared to PCs,
their consoles are relatively cheap, extremely easy to setup, use, maintain.

WWW.THEREGISTER.CO.UK

MARKETING

A

s games evolve, there have been increased efforts to provide a more
immersive universe for the player. From the simplest methods like
making sure that the main character’s face is always
obscured by a mask to publishing a set of books that
take place in the game’s universe, the goal has
always been to make the player a part of the
game. One of the more successful attempts
was Defiance, a TV series that has a tie in
MMORPG where events in the TV show
have an effect on the game and vice
versa.
The best example of gameexpansion-integration may be the
Halo franchise. With live-action trailers,
series tie-ins, multiple books penned
by big names in sci-fi and several wildly
popular viral marketing campaigns, Halo
has successfully integrated several facets
of multimedia into its own lore. Previous
marketing campaigns have featured impressive

live-action trailers portraying a grittier version of what’s presented in the
games, exploring the life and efforts of characters within the Halo universe.
Perhaps the greatest leap is in 343 Industry’s marketing campaign for the
upcoming Halo 5: Guardians and its #HuntTheTruth campaign. First hinted
at in early March, the first two live-action trailers feature two sides of what
may be the same story. Jameson Locke, whom 343 Industry dedicated the
entire Halo: Nightfall introductory miniseries to, returns in the new trailers.
They also mark the return of Master Chief, the player character and hero of
the original Halo trilogy. The new trailers portray one of the aforementioned
protagonists walking through a broken landscape, before encountering the
other protagonist in an injured state. One of them then points a weapon at
the other. In addition to differing symbolic details about the environment,
the lines delivered varied by versions of the trailer. All of this is wrapped up
by a tie-in via Tumblr and SoundCloud.
All of the elements of the #HuntTheTruth campaign serve to build up
hype for Halo 5: Guardians. The campaign delves into the secretive life of
Master Chief, and further enriches the Halo lore. This multimedia approach is
a powerful marketing tool; the trailers have over 10,000,000 collective views
and the various forums on Halo are ablaze with theories and argument
about what’s to come.

WWW.WIKIPEDIA.ORG

Blurbs by Anson Chen, Hasin Ishraque,
Maria Markowicz and Jessica Torres
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: PROM NIGHT

MAY 2015
MON

4
TUES

5
WED

6
THURS

7
FRI

8
SAT

9
SUN

10

ACROSS
1. Esau’s father
6. Dashboard acronym
9. Union foe
13. Molten rock
14. *I love ____
15. *She looked “Pretty
in Pink”
16. Uproar
17. Island of Misﬁt Toys
visitor
18. Got up
19. Ingalls and Dern
21. *Special Prom togs
23. Site of 2016 Olympics
24. Not yet ﬁnal
25. Down Under bird
28. Therefore
30. Entertained
35. Orange peel
37. Mummy’s home
39. CuraÁao neighbor
40. Ancient Peruvian
41. Like a feeble old
woman
43. Religious painting
44. Raccoon’s South
American cousin
46. Children’s writer
Blyton
47. Gator’s cousin
48. Mountain trees of
Colorado

SMALL WORKS BARUCH: JURIED SHOW WINNERS
12:00-5:00 p.m. | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
CARIBBEAN WEEK: MONDAY MADNESS
6:00-9:00 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
CARIBBEAN WEEK: WILD ‘N’ OUT
6:00-9:00 p.m. | VC 1-107 | Free
M.S. I/O PSYCHOLOGY INFORMATION SESSION
6:00-7:30 p.m. | Library Building - Rooms 763 | Free
CARIBBEAN WEEK: CARIBBEAN SHIELD
12:30-2:30 p.m. | VC Auxiliary Gym | Free
USG AWARDS CEREMONY
6:00-9:00 p.m. | VC 14-220 | Free
SMALL WORKS BARUCH: JURIED SHOW WINNERS
12:00-5:00 p.m. | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
U.S. STUDENT FULBRIGHT PROGRAM INFORMATION SESSION
12:45-2:00 p.m. | VC 3-125 | Free
THE WALL STREET CLUB AMT FINANCIAL WORKSHOP
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. | VC 12-155 | Free

Stuff, I think

50. Colossal
52. Obtain, but just barely
53. Bud holder
55. Pool shark’s weapon
57. *Prom date gift
61. *Spaghetti on a prom
dress?
64. Egg-shaped object
65. Deﬁnite article
67. Judge Judy’s event
69. Root about
70. *Love is in it?
71. Agenda entries
72. Square footage
73. The night before
74. A tiny amount
DOWN
1. International Monetary
Fund
2. “Better Call ____” TV
show
3. Taj Mahal city
4. “Love” in France
5. *Scary movie classic
6. Whiskey grain, pl.
7. Campaign pro
8. Civilian clothes
9. Sight for these eyes
10. *He’ll step on your toes
during slow dances?
11. “The Sun ____ Rises”
12. After hellos
15. Maximum, pl.
20. Blood line

22. Winner of “Miracle on
Ice” game
24. *Prom king or queen
hopeful
25. “Fear of Flying” author
Jong
26. King of ancient Crete
27. To open, as in beer
bottle
29. 2014 movie “____
Girl”
31. Kind of acid
32. “Sugar” in Paris
33. Nook oﬀering
34. *Main Prom event
36. *Escort
38. Found on radar
42. Court order
45. Overrun
49. Actors’ group
51. *”Prom Night” scream
queen
54. Caterpillar hairs
56. Home to mankind
57. Closing section of
musical composition
58. “____ and out”
59. Hamlet to a thespian,
e.g.
60. The Destroyer in
Hinduism
61. Dried-up
62. Embarkation location
63. Ditto
66. Cause of AIDS
68. Psychedelic drug

JOEY ALLGOOD | WWW.REALWEIRDART.COM

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

ACTUARIAL SCIENCE SOCIETY’S ALUMNI RECEPTION
6:00-9:00 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free

ISSUE 11

FAMILY ARTS DAY*
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. | City College | Free
ONEACT FESTIVAL*
2:00-4:00 p.m. | Brooklyn College | Free
PHOTOGRAPHY AREA SHOW*
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. | City College | Free
AIDA BY ELTON JOHN AND TIM RICE*
3:00-5:00 p.m. | York College Performing Arts Center | $15 for Students
*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight

Upcoming Events

TIP OF THE WEEK
On telephone interviews, be sure to project your voice, give your answers while standing up
straight and smile. Even though your interviewer cannot see you, a smile can be “heard” over
the phone.

In Focus

CREATING CAREER PORTFOLIOS
May 5 I 10:00-11:30 a.m. I VC 2-190
Learn how to develop and design a career portfolio which you can use
on interviews to help you stand out as a candidate.
JOB SEARCH BOOT CAMP SERIES: WEEK 5
May 6 I 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. I VC 2-190
Seniors, graduation is around the corner! Come to this weekly series to
learn essential strategies for conducting a successful job search.

PASSPORT TO PARTNERSHIP
Passport to Partnership (P2P) is an academic year-long program for sophomores and juniors interested in
accounting. P2P helps students to actualize their capacity by immersing them in accounting-focused activities,
such as company site visits, on-campus presentations and mentoring. P2P participants will take part in career development activities that increase their chances for successful employment. The program goal is to help students
expands their network, create a support system, and increase their self-awareness to ultimately develop their
understanding of and conﬁdence in the job seeking process. P2P is open to students who have a 3.0 and above
GPA and an interest in majoring in accounting. The application deadline is June 26, 2015.
For more information on the application process please visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/careers/rssp

BUILDING YOUR BRAND: THE PERSONAL PITCH
May 11 I 1:30-2:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Do you dread hearing “Tell me about yourself?” Practice giving a short
verbal self-advertisement to help with networking and interviewing.
LINKEDIN FOR JOB SEARCH
MAY 13 I 5:00-6:00 p.m. I VC 2-190
Learn how to utilize the job and internship bank on LinkedIn and
successfully navigate this social media platform.
For a full list of events and to RSVP, go to STARR Search.

Internship Cafe
Flywheel (Paid)
PAID FULL-TIME SUMMER HEALTHCARE
COMMUNICATIONS & TRAINING AGENCY
INTERNSHIP
Flywheel Partners is a fastgrowing communications and
training agency supporting
top healthcare companies and
best-in-class training services.
As an intern, you’ll get to work
with and learn from the leaders of the business. If you rise to
the challenges of your position,
you will grow fast, do more and
be rewarded. This is an exciting
position, but not an easy one.
You will need to be smart and
ﬂexible. You will need to see the

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Peer Corner
An Introduction to Pre-Law Programs

big picture, but pay attention to
details. Salary is $15 per hour and
40 hours per week this summer.
Requirements:
•
Bachelor’s degree (preferably in communications,
English, or science)
•
Superior work ethic
•
Highly self-motivated
•
Ability to work in a high
performance, fast-paced
team environment that is
constantly changing
To learn more and apply,
please log into STARR Search (Job
ID # 76661).

By Soobin Choi
Peer for Career
Have you ever considered becoming a lawyer?
The Summer 2015 Max Berger
Pre-Law Program Summer Institute
is a ﬁve-day program for students
and alumni. From a law school tour
to a diagnostic LSAT exam and personal statement, you will experience what it is like to be a law school
applicant. If you are going away this
summer, don’t worry! The Pre-Law
Institute also takes place in winter.
The Max Berger Pre-Law Fellows
Program is for high performing students with a desire to pursue a legal

profession in the future. In my experience as a fellow, I was matched
with an experienced attorney mentor. The Fellows Program gave me a
chance to network with professionals and receive invaluable advice. In
addition, the program oﬀers individualized pre-law advising.
The Max Berger Pre-Law Unpaid
Internship Stipend Fellowship Program provides stipends to undergraduate students who complete
an unpaid legal internship within
a public sector. This ﬁnancial assistance of $2,000 alleviates the hardship of an unpaid legal internship.
For more information, visit www.
baruch.cuny.edu/careers/law.
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Sports
Hawks spoil Bearcats’ memorable season in agonizing finish
BY PAUL JOH
STAFF WRITER

After a disappointing regular
season finale loss to Hunter College
Hawks, Baruch College’s men’s tennis team looked to redeem itself by
taking down the Lehman Lightning
in the quarterfinals of the CUNYAC
tournament.
Unsurprisingly, the Bearcats
cruised by the shorthanded Lightning for a dominant one-sided
victory, 5-0. In an earlier regularseason matchup between the two
teams, the Bearcats were only one
set shy of sweeping the Lightning.
Baruch advanced to the semifinals with complete authority and
looked poised to make a long run
in the tournament.
After a day of rest, the Bearcats
were back in action against the
Dolphins of the College of Staten
Island for the CUNYAC semifinals.
The Dolphins defeated the CCNY
Beavers in the first round and were
also coming off of their own 5-0
sweep. Both teams had momentum entering the game, but it was
ultimately the Bearcats who edged
out the Dolphins for the 5-3 win.
Their victory, along with Hawks’
win over the John Jay Bulldogs, set
the stage for the 2015 men’s tennis
CUNYAC Championships.
Baruch and Hunter are familiar
faces when it comes to the finals,
as they have played against each
other in two of the last three title
games. The Bearcats won both of
those meetings and hoped to keep
their championship streak alive
with their fourth consecutive CUNYAC title. Determined to avenge

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

Junior Samuel Hajibai was one of the only two Bearcats to be announced on the CUNYAC First All-Star team.
their 2014 loss, the Hawks started
the game with three doubles victory against the defending champions. The Bearcats were unable to
overcome their early deficit and did
not win a set until their sixth singles matches. Despite the undesirable outcome, the Bearcats played
with vigor and had an unforgettable season with their share of ups
and downs.
Chad Seaver and Jonathan
Selegean, the freshman and sophomore duo, got things started for
Baruch in the first doubles match
against the Lightning. Selegean
and Seaver’s performance set the
tone early in the game as they fin-

ished with a commanding 8-2 win.
Arthur Rentzler and Samuel Hajibai also completed an impressive
8-2 victory in the following set.
In the third and final doubles
match, Sharki Ahmed and Allen
Meyerovich ground out an 8-1 win
and the Bearcats were up 3-0 in
the series. Selegean and Meyerovich contributed two more wins
in the singles competition, and
the Bearcats successfully completed their sweep against the
Lightning in the first round of the
CUNYAC tournament.
In their match against the Dolphins, Baruch returned to the U.S.
National Tennis Center for the

Bearcats cruise to seventh straight title
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
In front of a raucous crowd of
more than 1,000 fans, they faced
the Hunter College Hawks for the
championship; the Hawks were
the only CUNY team to beat Baruch this season. Baruch did what
they have done all season against
CUNY opponents—open matches
full of energy and just dominate
out the gate. They jumped out to
a quick 6-1 lead in the first set and
never looked back as they took the
first set by a score of 25-15.
The Bearcats carried the momentum into the second set, again
never trailing and closed out the
second set on 4-0 run behind superb serving by junior setter Scott
Standring and won 25-15. However, the third set was different,
with a few early service errors and
inconsistent play. Hunter capitalized with their defense to take a
10-6 lead. As the momentum began to shift towards Hunter at the
end of the set, the Bearcats realized
that they needed to refocus and
concentrate their energy for the
fourth set.
However, after the Hawks took
the third set 25-14, they began to
believe they could pull off the upset. They set the tone early in the
fourth and jumped out to a 6-1
lead before the Bearcats had to
call a timeout to regroup. Then, the
Bearcats turned up the intensity,
and their offense began to click.
Baruch caught up to tie it at 12, and
the momentum began to shift. As
Smith served, the Bearcats pulled
off six straight points to extend the
lead from 16-14 to 21-14.
With one final kill from fellow
senior captain Chris Kaimis, the
Bearcats won another CUNYAC
Championship and an automatic
bid into the NCAA Division III
Tournament. Kaimis and Smith
each had 14 kills, and Smith was

awarded the Championship Tournament MVP.
“It’s been a real prolific journey overall, lots of ups and downs,
a lot of hard-fought battles, a lot
of tough losses, and lastly a lot of
great wins,” said Smith. “It’s just
tradition to come here and work
hard come championship time,”
Smith would add, “We just had to
close when closing time came.”
For the fourth straight year, the
Bearcats reached the NCAA Division III Tournament as they faced
the Lasell College Lasers in the first
round play in game. Right from the
beginning, it was a tight first set as
the biggest lead in the set was only
3 points; service inconsistencies
and errors plagued the Bearcats
again. However, Baruch was able
to put away timely kills to pull out
with a win of 25-23.
The second set began in a similar fashion, as neither team was
able to sustain any run. However,
the Bearcats began to have issues
returning Lasell’s serves, as the Lasers had five aces in the set. A late
kill by sophomore Braden Carter,
who is the third tallest player in
Division III, tied the set at 23. However, the Bearcats were not able to
convert under junior Brady Ambro’s serve, and the Lasers took the
second set 25-23.
In the third set, the Bearcats
made an adjustment to drop four
players to the backline when Lasell
was serving, and this move allowed
Baruch to fortify their defense and
dig more of the Laser’s serves. By
preventing Lasell from getting easy
points, the Bearcats were able to
pull away will with great play from
Smith, Kaimis and fellow senior
Yanni Malo to win the set 25-20.
The fourth set began like the
rest of the match with each team
trading runs, but the Lasers were
able to put together the most important runs of 4 points to break

the tie at 19 and extend their lead
to 23-19. After coming out of a late
timeout, the Bearcats could not
muster a comeback and fell 25-21.
Tensions rose high on both sides as
the match headed into the deciding fifth set.
When Smith was serving, the
Bearcats were able to turn the
emotion into execution as they
played great defense and offense
to jump out to a 6-2 lead. The emotions from the Bearcats were pouring out. With no service errors, Baruch kept a constant lead of three
or more points. Again, with the win
in the balance, the ball was set to
Kaimis, and he sealed the five-set
victory with a kill from the outside.
Smith had one of his finest matches in a Bearcat uniform with 21
kills, hitting .368, with 11 digs and
six blocks.
After defeating No. 8-ranked Lasell in the first round of the NCAA
Tournament, the Bearcats had to
go up against the No. 1-ranked Stevens Institute of Technology Ducks
in the Elite Eight quarterfinals.
In the first set, the Ducks capitalized on Baruch’s slow start to
take an early 8-3 lead. However,
Baruch refused to go down quietly
and fought back to cut the lead to
one, with 14-13. They battled all
the way until the score was 19-18.
Then, the Ducks went on a pivotal
run to close out the set 25-19. The
second and third set was more of
the same.
Even though Kaimis and Smith
finished with 11 kills each, Baruch could not gain momentum
to score against one of the nation’s
best blocking teams. With four AllAmericans on the team, as soon as
the Ducks reached double digits,
they just kicked it into another gear
and pulled away to win the sets 2519 and 25-17. “That is what the better team does, and they deserved
the win,” Kaimis said.

semifinals. However, despite the
home-field advantage, the Bearcats
struggled early and fell in all three
of their doubles matches. With
their hopes of returning to the CUNYAC championships slowly slipping away, the Bearcats needed to
make a strong push in the singles
matches. Selegean took the first
match in two sets, 6-1 and 6-0, and
kept the Bearcats alive.
Ahmed and Dardan Sopjani
contributed two more wins to tie
the game at 3-3 and brought the
Bearcats back into contention.
Hajibai and Rentzler recorded the
fourth and fifth point to finish off
the match, and just like that, the

Bearcats pulled off one of the most
thrilling comebacks in CUNYAC
tennis team postseason history.
On Thursday, April 30, Baruch
and Hunter dueled in the championships for a rematch of last year’s
title game. Baruch won that game,
but the Bearcats lost to the Hawks
in their regular season finale.
Hunter was the only interconference team to beat Baruch this
season, and their win also gave
them the regular season title. With
the Bearcats determined to make
up for their regular season title loss
and the Hawks for last year’s championship loss, both teams were
ready to play with intensity and
make a statement about the best
tennis team in the CUNYAC conference. The highly anticipated battle
ended in a 5-1 blowout in favor of
the Hawks.
CUNYAC Player of the Year
Gonzalo Saez-Garcia and Rookie of
the Year Florimond Le Goupil-Maier were too much for the Bearcats
to handle, and Hunter defeated
the reigning CUNYAC champions
for the second time this season.
Although it was not the way the
Bearcats had planned to end the
season, it was a hard-fought battle
that was thrilling to watch.
Unable to qualify for the NCAA
Division III tournament, the
Bearcats’ loss ends their three-year
NCAA appearance as well. Their
loss should not discredit the effort
the team has shown throughout
the season. With younger players
like Sopjani, Selegean and Rentzler ready to take the next step, the
future looks bright for the Baruch
men’s tennis team.
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Capitals eliminate Islanders in seven, advance to quarterfinals

OMER SEMAN
The New York Rangers and New
York Islanders are two sides of the
same coin, one more optimistic
than the other. Both teams enjoyed
prosperity early in their life cycles.
The Rangers won two Stanley Cups
in their first seven years in the NHL
dating back to 1926.
The Islanders won four straight
Cups from the 1979-80 to 1982-83
seasons with their reign as champions beginning just seven years after
their inception in 1972. They also
share a history of playoffs failures,
even prolonged absences from the
postseason altogether.
After a flurry of trades and
transactions facilitated by General
Manager Garth Snow, the Islanders
finally have a young superstar in
John Tavares. Drafted first overall
in 2009, the 24-year-old captain has
been named a finalist for the Hart
Trophy, awarded to the league’s
most valuable player, for the second time.
Tavares set career highs in goals
with 38 and in points with 86 to
lead the Islanders to their best regular-season record since 1983-84.
Leading his team into the playoffs
for the second time in his burgeoning career, Tavares faced a robust
Washington Capitals team led by
premier goal-scorer Alexander
Ovechkin and passing wizard Nicklas Backstrom.
Islanders’ fans also had to cope

with the closing of their home rink
of Nassau Coliseum as the team
will play its home games at the Barclays Center in Brooklyn at the start
of next season.
The team kept those doors
open as long as it could by pushing
the series against Washington to
seven games, including two overtime games at the Coliseum. The
Capitals had home-ice advantage,
thanks to a head-to-head points
tiebreaker.
Josh Bailey and Brock Nelson
led the Isles to win Game 1 of the
series, 4-1, with a combined three
goals scored and one assisted. The
Capitals clawed their way to a 4-3
victory in Game 2 after being down
1-3 in the second period. Goals by
Ovechkin, Backstrom, Karl Azner
and Jason Chimera evened the series at one game apiece.
Game 3 meant a shift in locale
to a raucous Islanders crowd. A
late third-period shot by Backstrom
found the back of the net past goaltender Jaroslav Halak, forcing overtime.
The extra period lasted just 15
seconds as Tavares scored the second-fastest overtime goal in Islanders history; J.P. Parise holds the record with 11 seconds into overtime.
Fans entered Nassau Coliseum,
well-known for its uncomfortable
confines, full of nostalgia for the
1980’s dynasty, hoping they were
witnessing the start of a new reign.
As fate would have it, the Islanders were outscored 10-6 in their
next four games, bringing a hasty
demise to their playoff run and of
their hallowed grounds.
Their elimination from this
postseason meant elimination
from Nassau County. Islanders’
owner Charles Wang signed a lease
that would keep the team in the
Barclays Center until 2040. A generation of fans will grow up with a
completely foreign idea of what it

means to be an Islanders fan.
As for the other side of New York
hockey, the Rangers have been one
of the league’s best teams in the
past three years with deep runs into
the playoffs. After losing to the Los
Angeles Kings in last season’s Stanley Cup Finals, Henrik Lundqvist,
widely regarded as one of the best
goaltenders in the world, viewed
this season as a chance at redemption.
The team rallied to earn the best
record in the NHL, guaranteeing
home-ice throughout the playoffs.
Even as Lundqvist was sidelined
with a vascular injury after getting
hit by a puck in the neck, Cam Talbot played well enough with his
surrounding teammates bolstering
their defensive play, with the team
ranked third overall in goals against
and goals scored.
The Rangers’ top-flight offense
is powered by Rick Nash, who leads
the team in goals scored with 42,
and Derick Brassard, who leads the
team with 41 assists. A balanced
combination of skill and experience has many experts picking the
Rangers to win the Cup. They first
have to overcome a familiar foe.
After doing away with the Pittsburgh Penguins in the first round
4-1, the Rangers will play the
very same Capitals team that just
crushed the hearts of Islanders
fans.
The previous two meetings between the Caps and Rangers went
to seven games and many of the
same constituents remain on each
side of the ledger.
This will be a contentious bout
between heavyweights of the Eastern Conference. Perhaps, the stillgrieving Islanders fans can root
for their archrivals just this once to
avenge the Coliseum. “The enemy
of my enemy is the New York Rangers. Does it sound better than “Barclays Center?”

WWW. ZIMBIO.COM

WWW.THEPUCKOFF.COM

After Jaroslav Halak (top) failed to secure a late third period goal, John Tavares scored
the second fastest overtime goal in Islanders’ history to win a crucial Game 3.

Thunder miss playoffs as injury-plagued season comes to an end

REYNALDO CARRASCO

It takes more than talent to win
a championship; the Miami Heat
can attest to that. Players need grit.
They need to be tough enough to
use their skills to the best of their
abilities regardless of the obstacles
in their path.
Coaches need patience; they
need to be smart enough to not
only create an effective game plan
but also convince their players to
actually follow it. Owners need
luck; they need to pray to the basketball gods to protect their own
players’ limbs and to dismantle
those of the opposition. That last
bit is the most important and anyone who has followed the NBA this
past season knows that the Oklahoma City Thunder were the unluckiest team of all.
Things started well enough
though, as Kevin Durant dropped
out of the FIBA Tournament to preserve his body for the coming season. Meanwhile, Russell Westbrook
and Serge Ibaka fully recovered
from the previous season’s injuries.
With their team fully healthy, many
had penciled in Oklahoma City as
championship favorites.
Though the shadow of the San
Antonio Spurs loomed over the rest
of the league after their dominant
showing in the NBA Finals, many
believed that the only team that
could topple them was the Thun-

der, and rightly so. At full power,
Oklahoma City was a team of
athletic marvels.
Navigating their defense was
akin to trying to carve a path
through the Amazon. The Thunder’s defense forced more than a
few turnovers, thanks to their long
arms and lightning-quick rotations.
And despite their predictable offense, they still were top-five in the
league. It helps that they had two of
the NBA’s top 10 players in Durant
and Westbrook. With head coach
Scott Brooks at the helm and the
pain of their 2012 NBA Finals loss
fresh in their hearts, the Thunder
seemed battle-tested and poised to
make a championship run, but fate
had other plans for them.
A couple weeks before the season was set to start, Durant suffered
a Jones stress fracture in his right
foot and was sidelined for six-toeight weeks. Devastating as it was,

Oklahoma City was expected to
survive the loss. After all, they still
had Westbrook.
Then, Westbrook fell. After an
explosive 38-point outing against
the Portland Trail Blazers to begin
his season, many pundits and fans
alike believed that the Thunder
would be able to stay in playoff position because of Westbrook’s power alone: until he suffered a fracture
in his right hand during the very
next game.
By the time Westbrook returned,
the Thunder were 4-12 and hopeless. Many analysts believed he
would be incapable of leading his
team just as Durant did during the
previous season, and he went on to
prove them wrong.
After earning MVP honors at the
All-Star Game, Westbrook began to
lay waste to the NBA. He threw up
triple-doubles left and right as the
Thunder slowly inched their way

up in the standings. He pushed the
boundaries of what a basketball
player was capable of doing in 48
minutes. Along the way, Westbrook
stopped being point guard. He became something more. He dominated the game as a center and a
forward. He became position-less,
omnipresent and unstoppable.
Thunder General Manager Sam
Presti realized that Westbrook
and Ibaka would not be enough
to drive this team to the playoffs,
so at the trade deadline, he acquired Enes Kanter, D.J. Augustin
and Kyle Singler to help bolster
the team’s bench. Presti realized
that with Durant’s impending free
agency, he needs to begin building
a championship core to keep his
superstar around.
Despite Westbrook’s gaudy
numbers, the Thunder ended their
season as a mediocre team with a
mediocre record. Though they held
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Russell Westbrook hoped to lead the Thunder back into playoﬀ contention after the team lost several key players to injuries.

a playoff position near the end of
the season, they were unable to secure it after losing a critical game
against Anthony Davis and the
New Orleans Pelicans. With New
Orleans in possession of the tiebreaker in their series against the
Thunder, they were able to take the
eighth and final playoff spot.
After the disappointing end to
their season, it seemed as if changes were on the horizon for Oklahoma City. On Wednesday, April 22,
the Thunder fired Brooks after their
tumultuous season. Over seven
years, Brooks went 338-207 while
leading the team to five-straight
playoff appearances.
His impact on the team goes beyond the numbers though. Brooks
helped develop Durant, Ibaka and
Westbrook into the incredible performers they are today. Furthermore, he instilled a culture of hardnosed defense and tenacity within
the Thunder organization. For all
that, he was simply not a great tactician. Brooks was criticized for using dated offensive schemes and
not using his players’ talents to
their full potential.
Oklahoma City now enters the
offseason as an enigma. Many
believe former Thunder player
and now University of Connecticut coach Kevin Ollie will assume
Brooks’ position. Not only does he
have the credentials (he won the
national championship in 2014
with the Huskies) but he has also
kept a close relationship with Durant.
The Thunder also have to decide
whether they will retain their key
bench players, such as Kanter over
the summer. Oklahoma City has a
list of questions they need to answer before the next season starts
and before Durant’s free agency
in 2016. Their only goal in mind
should be a championship and
nothing less.
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NFL teams hustle for top prospects as draft day approaches
BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For 32 NFL hopefuls, Thursday,
April 30, marks the most significant
milestone in their football careers.
As their names are called and they
walk across center stage in Auditorium Theatre, they will join the
extremely exclusive brotherhood
known as NFL first round draft
class.
This year’s NFL draft features a
slew of skill players, including great
depth in the quarterback, wide receiver and running back positions.
When paired with numerous predraft trade rumors, fans have all the
ingredients for an action-packed
draft.
Perhaps the biggest question
to be answered is, whom will the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers select with
the first pick?
While it is safe to say that the
Buccaneers will address the quarterback position, it remains unknown whether Jameis Winston of
Florida State University or Marcus
Mariota of Oregon University will
assume the position.
Similar to the Indianapolis
Colts’ dilemma in the 2012 draft
featuring Andrew Luck and Robert Griffin III, the Buccaneers must
decide between the strong-arm,
poise-in-the-pocket services of
Winston or the dual threat runpass attack of Mariota. NFL Analysts lean more towards Winston
becoming the first pick.
If Mariota does indeed fall to
the second pick, will the Tennessee Titans welcome him with open
arms? Analysts predict that the
Philadelphia Eagles’ head coach
Chip Kelly will continue his offseason shopping spree and trade up to
draft Mariota, a perfect fit for Kelly’s
West Coast-style spread offense.
Another trade candidate is
from the San Diego Chargers who
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With the ﬁrst pick in the draft, the Buccaneers have a chance to land either Jameis Winston (left) or Marcus Mariota.
are looking to draft a successor for
quarterback Phillip Rivers. Rivers will turn 34 in the 2015-2016,
season and the veteran could use
extra help.
A similar stalemate is present
within the wide receiver position.
Between the agility of Alabama
University’s Amari Cooper sneaking past defensive backs and the

strong, long arms of West Virginia
University’s Kevin White snatching
the ball from the air, the NFL Draft
Combine has left no significant
leader among wide receivers.
This year’s draft may break the
two-year drought of running backs
selected in the first round. Modern NFL running backs are heavily
used, which in turn leads to many

injuries and short careers within
the position. For these reasons,
team officials across the NFL have
been reluctant to draft a running
back in the first round.
However, this year features
many potential stars at the position including University of Georgia’s Todd Gurley, the perfect
mix of power and speed, which

may cause difficulties for NFL defenses. Additionally, Wisconsin’s
Melvin Gordon is an extremely
physical player capable of powering through defensive linemen
at will.
The strongest defensive positions featured in this years draft are
the defensive end and the outside
linebacker. In recent years, numerous defensive coordinators have
adapted a 3-4 defense featuring
three defensive linemen and four
linebackers as opposed to the traditional 4-3 defenses.
As a result, defensive lineman
and outside linebackers have been
called on to play both positions interchangeably. As a result, University of Florida’s Dante Fowler and
his great speed and physical ability
is a perfect fit for the Washington
Redskins and the Atlanta Falcons;
both teams are in need of a player
in the defensive end/outside linebacker position.
Additionally, Vic Beasley of
Clemson University has a similar
skill set which puts him at a close
second to Fowler. The final positions expected to fly off of draft
boards in the first round is along
the offensive line.
The sheer power of University of Iowa’s Brandon Scherff and
University of Washington’s Danny
Shelton has made them top candidates to be selected within the top
10 picks.
Both of these prospects are
equally gifted in creating gaps for
running backs to squeeze through
and protecting the quarterback as
he drops back for a pass.
The 2015 NFL draft class is overflowing with talent on both sides of
the ball and across all positions.
As teams jockey to secure the
missing pieces to make a run for
the 2015 Super Bowl, fans are treated to an entertaining sneak-peak of
the season to come.
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ICKER GRADUATES
THE TICKER CONGRATULATES CURRENT AND FORMER STAFF MEMBERS ON THEIR GRADUATION!

BRYAN ALTMAN

ANAM BAIG

MYRANDA CARABALLO

ANTHONY ESPOSITO

SPORTS EDITOR 201314

COPY CHIEF 201214

SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER 201415

BUSINESS EDITOR 201415

ARIE FISCHMAN

JERMY FRANCISCO

MAHIA KHAN

MICHAEL KREITER

HAI YU

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 201213

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 201315

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 201113

SCIENCE EDITOR 201213

SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 201415
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year of activities and happenings at Baruch College is representative of the spirit of the
school and the daily lives of thousands of us who are aﬃliated to it in varying capacities.
We have had moments of exhilaration and achievement, resilience and resurgence,
reﬂection and contemplation, questioning and debate. As this academic year comes to a close,
The Ticker notes the notables that shaped our conscience and brought out the best in us.
TRUSTEES APPROVE ARTICLE XV AMENDMENT

USG RESIGNATIONS SPUR BROADER DISCUSSIONS

The CUNY board of trustees unanimously approved new revisions
to Article XV of the university bylaws and the Policy on Sexual Misconduct on Dec. 1, 2014. CUNY’s proposed amendments were in
response to calls from the Office of Civil Rights of the U.S. Department of Education and recommendations from the White House
Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault. Article XV comprises CUNY students’ right to due process, and Section 15.3 preserves each student’s right to remain silent without assumption of
guilt during a disciplinary hearing. The right to remain silent was a
contentious issue in run-up to approval of the amendment, with the
University Student Senate vocally opposing the proposed removal
of said provision from the amendment. The right to remain silent
clause was first included in the CUNY board of trustees bylaws in
1970. The revised policies, including the right to remain silent apply
to all members of the CUNY community, students, faculty and staff.

Baruch’s Undergraduate Student Government faced multiple setbacks
after a series of unexpected resignations of its executive-board and other senior members over the spring semester. It all began with Executive
VP Michael Harris’ resignation announcement at USG’s first winter senate meeting on Jan. 15. Harris’ departure was followed by that of Secretary Veronica Gavryushenko a week later. In the next three weeks, Ana
Belen Gomez Flor, chair of inter-club affairs resigned while Anastasia
Sourbis was confirmed to replace Harris. On Feb. 17, Jane Ha resigned
as the USG treasurer for personal reasons, leaving USG President Connor Levens as the only executive-board member to have been directly
elected by students.
As USG set about filling vacant senate positions, the departure of Mel
Romero after only 21 days as representative senator set in motion a college-wide discussion on transparency issues within the USG. This led
to USG hosting a town-hall meeting to address, among other student
concerns, questions about USG’s appropriation and appeals processes.

WBMB GOES BACK ON AIR
After a hiatus of two and a
half years, Baruch’s student-run radio WBMB
“The Biz” went back on
air in November 2014.
With an increasing oncampus presence, the
24/7 station currently
produces 30 hours of
programming. Over 400
unique listeners weekly tune
in to the station online and on
94.3 FM.

IN FACE OF MORATORIUM, GREEK LIFE QUESTIONS CONTINUITY ON CAMPUS
In August 2014, Baruch College Provost and Senior Vice President for The moratorium on social
Academic Affairs David Christy sent an email to faculty and staff announcing “a moratorium on Greek social organization pledging ac- Greeks was continued into
tivities during the Fall 2014 semester.” The moratorium came after
the hazing-related death of freshman Chun Hsien “Michael” Deng in the Spring 2015 semester,
December 2013. In November 2014, social Greek problems continued
when the Undergraduate Student Government revoked the charter of and on March 10, Art King,
social fraternity Nu Alpha Phi and the Office of Student Life suspended AVP and dean of students,
all activities of the co-ed service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega for several code violations. The moratorium on social Greeks was continued held an open forum to
into the Spring 2015 semester and on March 10, Art King, assistant vice
president and dean of students, held an open forum to discuss possible discuss possible changes to
changes to Greek life. The dean’s plans included hiring a dedicated advisor who would monitor organization activity, liability insurance and Greek life.

The 11th annual Battle of Lexington
brought in droves of fans dressed to
cheer Baruch Bearcats as both men’s
and women’s teams brought the trophy
home. The women’s basketball team
defeated the Lehman Lightning in a
lopsided 86-47 victory secured by Iyana
Abrams, Francess Henry and Sheridan
Taylor. The men’s matchup was a nailbiter with the Bearcats and Lehman
Lightning neck and neck. Chimaechi
Ekekeugbor, Granville Gittens and Eddie Roscigno shone through in a 72-70
victory for the home team.

NEXT IN LEX WINS UNCONTESTED ELECTION
Running unopposed for
the Undergraduate Student
Government for 2015-16,
Next in Lex was voted in by
students on April 23. Slightly over 1,000 students, the
lowest turnout in five years,
cast ballots in the three days
to elect the uncontested
team to office. Majority of
candidates running for executive board positions for
2015-16 had also been involved with the incumbent USG. President-elect
Anastasia Sourbis, with 694 votes, trailed her running mate Nardine Salama,
who received 727 votes, for the highest number cast for any candidate. The
amended USG constitution, which was also put to vote, garnered 467 votes
in favor and 20 against. After certification by Student Election Review Committee, the constitution will go into effect next year.

Karen Munoz serenaded the audience and the judges to win Baruch’s Got Talent on March 26.
Munoz, one of the 12 finalists
selected through a series of auditions, performed Rihanna’s “Unfaithful” to a thunderous applause
at Mason Hall and went home with
a $500 prize. Fan-favorite Will G.
came second; his stand-up opener, “I am to Asians what George W.
Bush is to presidents,” might have
helped.

GITTENS PLAYS DIVISION III ALLSTAR GAME, A FIRST
On March 17, power forward Granville Gittens was named a Division III
All-Star selection by the National Association of Basketball Coaches. This
is the first time a Baruch athlete has
been given the honor. This came after
Gittens led the Bearcats to their first
CUNYAC Championship and NCAA
Tournament berth in over 15 years.
Through 27 games in the 2014-15
season, Gittens averaged 15.2 points
per game, 7.4 rebounds per game,
1.4 blocks per game and one steal a
game. He finished the season shooting 49 percent from the field and 42
percent from three.

the requirement that Greek clubs become self-funded.

BATTLE OF LEX

MUNOZ WINS BARUCH’S
ANNUAL TALENT SHOW

BEARCATS TAKE CUNYAC
After a wildly successful season, several members of Baruch’s basketball program were
awarded four major CUNYAC awards and five
All-Star selections. Interim women’s head
coach KellyAnn Barrett and men’s head coach
John Alesi were each awarded Coach of the
Year. The swimming program brought in three
major CUNYAC awards and swept 11 All-Stars
selections. Head coach Charles Lampasso was
awarded Coach of the Year for the fourth time
in his career. Members of the men’s volleyball
team were awarded four All-Stars while coach
Danial Levent was named the Coach of the Year
by CUNYAC.

WALLERSTEIN LAUDS COLLEGE
IN ANNUAL ADDRESS
Baruch College President Mitchel B.
Wallerstein lauded the achievements of
the college in his State of the College address on April 16. In his five years as president, Wallerstein was able to secure permanent endowment for the Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences. The Baruch
College fund has grown over $50 million in
the same period. Wallerstein also reported
an increase in African-American and Latino students by over 20 percent each, a
statistic professors Glenn Petersen and
Michael Plekon pointed out was “possible
only because their numbers had fallen so
low that any increase necessarily resulted
in a noteworthy increase in percentages.”

ANNUAL RELAY FOR LIFE RAISES $50K
The fundraising campaign to benefit cancer research in
the United States raised $52,043.38 at the end of the annual 12-hour walkathon at Baruch on April 25. The night
saw cancer survivors sharing their stories and clubs hosting fun activities to raise money. In 11 years, Relay for
Life at Baruch has raised over $750,000.

